CITY OF TAMPA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
COMMUNITY NEEDS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FY2004-2005
December 28, 2004

Block Club: Area ll

Neighborhoods: Palmetto Beach, Historic Ybor City, Belmont Heights/Jackson Heights,
College Hill Community, Live Oak Square, South Nebraska,
Woodland Terrace, and River Cove.

Boundaries: Sligh Avenue and Hillsborough River (north); Hillsborough Bay
(south); 40th Street (east); 15th Street (west).

Contact Person: Ms. Loujean Williams, Chairperson
2917 E. Columbus Drive
Tampa, FL 33605-3027
Phone: 247-2004 (h)

Submitted by: Palmetto Beach Civic Association
Mr. Vince Ficarrotta
2414 Gordon Street
Tampa, FL 33605
Phone: 368-5225 (h)
Phone: 977-9800 ext:13 (w)
Email: Vince@rentroll.com

ADDITIONAL REQUEST

Need and Recommendation 1. On-site Attendant (DeSoto Park, 26" Street.) DeSoto Park
Master Plan implementation should include funding to provide for security 24 hours a day/7
days a week. A Parks Service Attendant or Ranger is needed to secure the investment in the
park at all times. The Recreation Department will provide only activity supervision. We
want proactive after-hours coverage for the park to prevent illegal dumping, littering, trash
build-up, vandalism, and loitering, etc.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. The
department has a security guard that works the DeSoto/McKay Bay Park area. Security lighting

is currently being installed at the park.

Update: From Karen Palus, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, 274-7730. Security
lighting has been installed at the park.
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Need and Recommendation 2. Palmetto Beach — DeSoto Park (DeSoto Park, 26™ Street). We
like a beach/shoreline for people who would like to canoe/kayak in the McKay Bay. In the
past, there was a beach/shore where people used to swim and sunbathe. DeSoto Park Master
Plan implementation should include design and funding to restore a portion of the shoreline
to its original state. The Palmetto Beach Community Association, Inc. requested this last year,
when the Master Plan was being finalized and the community was asked for input. Any
change is an improvement over all the concrete dumped there by a previous trailer park
owner, but the shoreline change has been designed and funded for a design that is not the
natural state. Palmetto Beach has a beach-type shoreline. We ask for just a small strip of
beach, where there is no seawall or created tidal pools. This is the only true shoreline
restoration and therefore our Association is requesting that a beach be created, where some
shoreline work is scheduled.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. McKay Bay
is a historic estuary, very shallow and its shoreline has historically been vegetated. The bay
muck along the shoreline would be too costly to remove for a sand beach and would not be self
maintained. Sediment would come back and it would require extensive maintenance. Water
guality is poor and not conducive for swimmers. A shoreline beach would never be permitted
by the environmental agencies without considerable and costly mitigation. The Parks and
Recreation Department is having the shoreline restored to its natural historical vegetated state,
which is funded by Southwest Florida Water Management District and the Environmental
Protection Commission.

Need and Recommendation 3. Bermuda Boulevard Beautification (Bermuda Boulevard and
completion of bike path. Bike path is incomplete from the Licata Bridge (south), to DeSoto
Park (north). Beautification of Bermuda Boulevard, replace/repair seawall with added
sidewalk-greenway trail. Reduce occasions of speeders via speed bumps, humps, or tables.
Eliminate illegal construction in McKay Bay.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. The Parks and
Recreation Department is presently reviewing the options with the City of Tampa’s
Transportation Division in striping an on-road bike lane along Bermuda Boulevard from Licata
Bridge to DeSoto Park.

Update: From Karen Palus, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, 274-7730. Striping has
been completed on 22 Street off of the bridge. The other striping is part of the trail and is still
pending review.

Need and Recommendation 4. Planning (Palmetto Beach neighborhood). A Comprehensive
neighborhood plan should be done in/for Palmetto Beach. To make our neighborhood an
attractive place for investment, careful proactive planning is needed. We need a zoning study
of the entire makeup of the neighborhood’s residential areas to go along with last year’s
request of a zoning study for the 22 Street corridor that will have to change, due to the cul-
de-sac dead-end that will be created, and when the six-lane 20t Street road project is
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completed. An economic study has already been requested for several years now in wait of
the East Tampa plan that was finally announced last year. A planning body is needed to take
on this project and facilitate the community’s involved planning requirements.

Response: From Stuart Campbell, Urban Planner, Division of Housing and Community
Development (HCD), 274-8228. The city works closely with the Hillsborough County City
County Planning Commission staff to develop neighborhood studies of targeted areas within
the city. The Planning Commission has worked with the city to prepare several Neighborhood
Plans and Economic Development Studies, including East Tampa.

Both the City of Tampa and the Planning Commission have limited planning staff available to
accommodate special projects request, such as area wide zoning studies, economic development
studies and neighborhood plans. Unfortunately, the city must appropriate the limited planning
resources available to neighborhoods with the most severe condition, requiring immediate
attention. At this time, the city does not have the Palmetto Beach area scheduled for special
projects. The city’s administration has committed the limited planning staff time to studying the
target areas with blighted conditions and economic distress. Without clear direction for the city’s
administration, the city does not have adequate planning resources available at this time to
undertake the requested Comprehensive Neighborhood Study.

The City of Tampa Land Development Coordination staff is available on a daily basis to answer
and research general questions concerning the existing zoning and future land use categories of
the properties within the Palmetto Beach area. Specifically, staff can answer questions and
provide information concerning potential zoning changes relating to street reconfigurations,
street widening, change in traffic patterns, and new cul-de-sac locations.

Update: From Stuart Campbell, Urban Planner, Division of Housing and Community
Development (HCD), 274-8228. The City’s Land Development Coordination contact is Eric
Cotton who can be reached at 274-8273.

Need and Recommendation 5. Defining Separation Wall (East side of new roadway referred
to as 20" Street — from the intersection with 22n Street on the South to 22" Street intersection
on the North). We want a wall (bricks, mortar or white PVVC fence and landscaping) along the
eastern edge of 20" Street to separate the neighborhood from the highway the FDOT is
building to move traffic off 227 Street. The eastern side of this six-lane roadway was created
by taking out a swath of land from the western most edge of the city blocks that make up part
of the residential area of Palmetto Beach. This has exposed homes and backyards all down
that stretch. This project has accommodated the industrial businesses everywhere. Traffic
lights, median cuts and turn lanes have all been defined by what big businesses wanted. This
wall need to go up to define and separate our residential area of the neighborhood from all
industrial big businesses, tanker trucks, tractor-trailer trucks and traffic.

Response: From Taha Ataya, Transportation Planning, 274-7347. The FDOT and the city are still
inquiring about the possible sources of funding and type of separation that could be applied.
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Update: From Taha Ataya, Transportation Planning, 274-7347. After meeting with the
neighborhoods and studying the projected benefit of a proposed wall, the Florida Department
of Transportation determined that no noise reduction benefits would result due to the proximity
and proclivity of side streets to each other. It was determined that any constructed structure
would have too many breaks in order to allow for existing streets. Thus, no funding exists or is
programmed to construct a separation wall.

Need and Recommendation 6. The community is in need of a bus shelter. (22n¢ Street and
Harper) There are many people who use the bus in Palmetto Beach Community and this is
a main bus stop. It is sad to see them waiting for a bus in the rain, cold and windy days,
especially when this is their only means of transportation. This would give them some
protection, while waiting for a bus.

Response: From Mahdi Mansour, Transportation Planning, 274-8333. The city has written a
letter forwarding your request to HARTIline. The city would only be involved in the permitting
of these structures in the city’s right-of-way. Please contact HARTIine directly by calling Mr. Les
Weakland at 223-6831 to follow-up on this request in the future.

Need and Recommendation 7. Palmetto Beach Community would like a marquee placed at
DeSoto Park (DeSoto Park, 26" Street). The sign can be used to announce activities at DeSoto
Park, association meetings, crime watch, etc. A banner or poster are always damaged by the
weather and cannot be read while driving by the DeSoto Park.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. The
department is reviewing the signs that are located throughout the parks and recreation system.
A new sign is being planned for DeSoto Park.

Update: From Karen Palus, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, 274-7730. The
department is still working on a design package for this facility.

Need and Recommendation 8. We would like a flag pole installed at DeSoto Park (DeSoto
Park, 26™ Street). We would like to have a flag waving in the wind at the park and show we
are proud to be American citizens of the United States. It is important for our community and
veterans who live in Palmetto Beach.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. Historically,
flagpoles that have been installed were purchased by an outside organization. The department
is reviewing this policy for all of its major parks and recreation centers.

Update: From Karen Palus, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, 274-7730. The
department is still in the review process of all policies and procedures.

Need and Recommendation 9. DeSoto Park Pavilion (DeSoto Park and 26™ Street). The
pavilion needs to be repainted outside and inside, so it will look nice with all the new work
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done at DeSoto Park. Plants and shrubs are planted, but a good paint job would make it look
nicer and more inviting. Since, the pool was installed, there is a water problem now when
it rains. The water is not draining off and it floods in front of the entrance to the pavilion on
the north side of the building. The grass area holds too much water. This needs to be
corrected where the water will drain off properly and not flood the area. This is not the rainy
season and this will cause major problems when the summer program begins for the children
using the facilities.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. The Center
painting request will be included in the department’s request to building maintenance. The
department will investigate the water problem on the north side of the building, and take
appropriate action.

Update: From Karen Palus, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, 274-7730. The
department received funding in FYO05 for painting and floor repair for facilities throughout the
city. The water issue was addressed during the construction of the pool and trail. The
department is presently developing a list of sites that are in need of repairs.
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Greenways and Trails, that has been adopted by the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).
The segments you have listed, including those on Rome Avenue and North Boulevard, are not
identified as having either an on or an off-road facility in this Master Plan for Tampa Greenways
and Trails.

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee has supplied the city with Share the Road
bumper stickers. With the Transportation Division’s support, the City of Tampa Parks and
Recreation Department is currently evaluating the possibility of placing “Share the Road”
bumper stickers on some of the city’s fleet vehicles. This is one of the ways the current
administration is trying to increase driver awareness.

Need and Recommendation 2. We would like to have curbs and drainage systems at the
following locations:

Rome Avenue from Sligh to Waters
Orleans from Sligh to Waters

El Portal: Waters S. to the end

N. Oregon: Sligh to Hamilton

W. Hamilton: Rome to the end

W. Patterson: Rome to the end
Whatley: Kirby to River Shore

Lynn Avenue: N. Boulevard to Fielding
Willow: Sligh to Hamilton

N. Dakota: Sligh to Hamilton

Flora: Rome to Willow

Clinton: Rome to the end

N. Dakota: Sitka to Waters

Juneau: Newport to Edison

Bird: Ola to the end

Otis: Bird to Sitka and Waters to Juneau
Ola: Waters to N. Boulevard
Newport: Waters to Patterson
Edison: Waters to the end

Patterson: Rome to N. Boulevard
Lowry Lane: N. Boulevard to the end
Robson: Rome to the end

Broad Street: Rome to the end

Response: From Alex Awad, The Stormwater Maintenance Operations Division investigated
all the streets mentioned above by Block Club Area VII Needs and Recommendation 2. The
following streets indicate some asphalt curbing.

1. Lynn Avenue from North Blvd. to Sitka
2. Ola Avenue from North Blvd. to Sitka and the south side of Ola east of Sitka.
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3. Intersection of Edison and Gaston.

These streets have asphalt curbing that will be maintained by the city. The Department of Public
Works will repair any asphalt curbing that needs repair. The remainder of the street list is either
on open ditches, or the road is less than 20 feet wide, and there are no facilities to direct the
drainage system if an asphalt curb was installed. This may cause flooding downhill.

As a matter of policy:

We replace curbs (or install them-often using asphalt) if (1) stormwater is flooding private
property causing some sort of damage, (2) runoff is causing an erosion problem maybe
undermining the edge of pavement.

For our road widening projects and intersection projects, we do provide curbs and gutters as part
of the project (to handle the runoff).

Transportation’s resurfacing work in neighborhoods or work by the one of the utility
departments, protect or replace curbs — if they exist. We never add curbs to projects or replace
previously damaged curbs for those projects.

Need and Recommendation 3. We would like to have medians at the following locations:

Rome: Sligh to Waters
Orleans: Sligh to Waters
N. Boulevard: Sligh to Waters

Response: From William Porth, Traffic Analysis Section, 274-8333. North Rome Avenue, North
Orleans Avenue and North Boulevard all between W. Sligh Avenue and W. Waters Avenue were
reviewed for the feasibility of installing medians. All of the above roads are 20.0’ or less in width
and have existing ditches for drainage. Installing a standard median would require extensive
road widening including very costly stormwater facilities. In addition, each block has numerous
driveways that would require access through the median and would severely impact the
continuity and contiguous nature of the median.

Because of the aforementioned reasons, the Transportation Division cannot recommend that
medians be installed on N. Rome Avenue, N. Orleans Avenue, or N. Boulevard anywhere
between W. Sligh Avenue and W. Waters Avenue.

Need and Recommendation 4. We would like to have raised intersections at the following
locations:

Clinton and Orleans
Kirby and Orleans

Response: From William Porth, Traffic Analysis Section, 274-8333. Before consideration is given
to the installation of a Raised Intersection or any other traffic calming measure, a documented
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speeding problem must exist. This documentation takes place once the Transportation Division
staff conducts a speed study and substantiates the existence of a speeding problem. In rare
circumstances, such as an intersection with a documented history of pedestrian accidents, other
site-specific traffic calming measures may be implemented.

The Transportation Division assumes from your request that N. Orleans Avenue between W.
Sligh Avenue and W. Waters Avenue and W. Kirby Street between N. Boulevard and N. Rome
Avenue are the roads of concern. N. Orleans Avenue is currently on the SLL and ranked 111 out
of 163 local residential and Neighborhood Collector streets with a documented speeding
problem. West Kirby Street is currently on the SLL and ranked 95 out of 163 local residential and
Neighborhood Collector Streets with a documented speeding problem.

Speed studies determine the 85" percentile speed. The 85" percentile speed is the speed at, or
below which 85% percent of the observed free-flowing vehicles travel. The Transportation
Division, in cooperation with the Tampa Police Department, considers speeding excessive at a
point in which 85% of the motorists are traveling 10 mph or more above the designated speed
limit.

The City of Tampa has documented over 231 locations citywide with speeding problems. Of the
231 locations, 163 of them qualify for traffic calming measures because they are classified as local
residential or Neighborhood collector roadways.

As each new speeding location is documented, they are added to the Speeding Location List
(SLL). This list contains all of the locations in the City of Tampa that have documented speeding
problems. The SLL is a prioritization tool and a prerequisite prior to considering a location for
traffic calming measures. The SLL ranks speeding locations by the greatest differential between
the 85" percentile speed and the designated speed limit. This sorting ranks the worst speeding
locations first. Additionally, rankings will change when each new speeding location is
documented.

We are currently working to resolve the documented speeding problems in the order of severity
(worst case first). When we reach W. Kirby Street and N. Orleans Avenue on the SLL, we will
work with the affected property owners and their neighbors to find the best solution to address
the speeding problem.

Need and Recommendation 5. We would like to have turn signal lights at the following
locations:

Rome and Sligh
N. Boulevard and Waters

Response: From Mike Scanlon, Signal Engineer, 274-8333. We have completed a study at the
two requested locations. A left turn arrow has been installed for the westbound movement on
Sligh Avenue at Rome Avenue, because it met the warrants for left turn signals. Based on
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available traffic studies, we have determined that all the remaining movements for both
intersections still do not meet the warrants for left turn signal installations. We will continue to
monitor these locations periodically to see if any of them meet warrants.

Need and Recommendation 6. We would like to have Linear Parks at the following locations:

Along 3 drainage creeks — Intersect E. Hollywood Street, W. Broad Street and W. Clinton
Street.

Purity Springs Park
River Front Park — Florida Avenue to W. Sligh south bound along the Hillsborough River.

Response to Purity Springs Park: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation
Department, 274-7726. Presently, there is a linear park along the river in front of Purity Springs
Park. At Florida Avenue to W. Sligh, there is no river front park in this area. There is a green
space on the west side of the river lying just south of Florida Avenue on Rivershore Street to
three private homes. Parks and Recreation do not knowingly infringe on private property.

Response to drainage creeks: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation
Department, 274-7726. These are not appropriate sites because of width, fences, and private
citizens’ backyards. The properties located on E. Hollywood Street, W. Broad Street, and W.
Clinton Street appear to be used for Stormwater activities. Parks and Recreation will forward
this request to stormwater for their information.

Need and Recommendation 7. We request the city to grade and grass the right-of-ways.

Response: From Wayne Papy, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation, 274-7726. The
department does not grade or grass along the right-of-way, the homeowners do this.

Need and Recommendation 8. We would like to have Children Playing signs as appropriate
through the community.

Response: From William Porth, Traffic Analysis Section, 274-8333. With regard to the request
for “Children at Play” signs, studies made in cities where such signs were widely posted in
residential areas show no evidence of having reduced pedestrian crashes, vehicle speed or legal
liability. Furthermore, if signs encourage parents with children to believe they have an added
degree of protection, which the signs do not and cannot provide, a great disservice results.

Obviously, children should not be encouraged to play in the roadway. The “Children at Play”
sign is a direct and open suggestion that it is acceptable to do so. Therefore, we do not
recommend the use of this sign.

Need and Recommendation 9. We would like to have the city upgrade and standardize the
street lighting through the community.
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Response: From Calvin Thornton, Transportation Planning, 274-8333. The phasing of the City
of Tampa Street Lighting Initiative installations is based on production estimates provided by
TECO. The current production estimate is 250 installations per month. As of 4/08/04, TECO has
installed 2,111 street lights in Phases | & Il. Phase | is complete with Phase Il anticipated to be
complete by July of 2004. The basis of phasing is by grouping Tampa Police Department patrol
grids (Attachment C). This makes it difficult to depict completions by neighborhoods as patrol
grids only approximate neighborhood boundaries will be mailed to all Block Club Captains. The
phasing map will also be posted on our Web Site in the very near future
(www.tampagov.net/dept_Public_Works/transportation). Please contact Terry Wermuth at 274-
8007 with your street lighting concerns, and notify TECO at 228-0800 with your street lighting
maintenance needs.

Update: From Ann Andrews, Tampa Police Department, 276-3755. TECO has installed 3,005

streetlights as of October 2004. Phase | is complete and Phase Il is expected to be completed by
December 2004. Phase Il is behind schedule due to the hurricanes this summer.
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