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Chapter 43
ZONING*

Art. ]I. In General, §§ 43-1—43-14

Ari. IL  Use Regulations, 5§ 43-15—43-38

Art. III. Nonconforming Uses, §§ 43-37—43-50

Art. IV. Height and Area Repulations, §§ 43-51—43-70
Art. V. Board of Adjustment, §3 43-71—43-91

Art. VI. Miscellancous, 8§ 43-92—43-102

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 43-1. Definitions,

For the purpose of this ordinance, [chapter] certain terms
and words are defined. Words used in the present temse shall
include the future; the singular number shall include the plu-
ral; and the plural the singular unlesy the natural comstruc-
tion of the wording indicates otherwise: the words ‘“used for”
ghall include the meaning “designed for”, and word “struc-
ture” shall include the word “building”, the word “lot” shall
include the words “plot” and “tract” and the word “shall” ig
mandatory and not directory.

*Editor’s note—The zoning ordinance of the city, which appeared as Chapter
39 of the 1953 Code of Ordinances, was reenacted by Ordinance No. 1980-A, which
was adopted January 17, 1956, with the exception of sections 39-17.1, 39-17.2 and
39.28.1 through 39-28.4. These sections were nol repealed by Ordinance No.
1980-A and were incorporated in Chapter 39 in compliance with section 39-35 of
that Chapter. Amendments to Ordinance No. 1980-A are indicated by appropriate
history notes. The sections of this Chapter have been renumbered by the editors,
The caichlines, article title, etc. of Chapier 39 of the 1953 Code of Ordinances
have been retained.

Apnotations—For crse granting Texas Company a temporary in-
junetion restraining enforcement of Tampa ordinances barring erection
and operation of filling station on a lot purchased by the oil company for
which a permit has been proeured, see City of Tampa v. Texas Company,
80 F (2d) 221 (1937).

For case holding that it was within the police power of the state o
prohibit the erection and maintenance of filling stations within a city,
see Texan Company v. City of Tampa, 1060 Fla. (2d} 347(1) (38).

Cross reference—Authority of standards and enforcement manager to enforce
all provisions of Ch. 43, § 48.2(a).
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§ 431 TAMPA CODE § 43-1

Aceessory use of building. A subordinate use of building
customarily incident to and located upon the same lot occupied
by the main use or huilding,

Adult bookstore. An establishment having as a substantial or
sigmificant portion of its stock in trade, books, magazines, films,
videotapes, newspapers, photegraphs, paintings, drawings, or other
publications or graphic media, which are distinguished or char-
acterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, desecribing, or
relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomieal
areas,” as defined in this chapter, or an establishment with a
segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such material.

Adult entertainment establishment. Any premises, except
those businesses otherwise defined in this section, on which is
offered to members of the public or any person, for a consider-
ation, entertainment featuring, or in any way including speci-
fied sexual activities, as defined in this section, or enter-
tainment featuring the displaying or depicting of specified
anatomical areas, as defined in this section: “entertainment”
as used in this definition shall include, but not be limited
to, books, magazines, films, newspapers, photographs, paint-
ings, drawings, sketches, or other publications or graphic
media, filmed or live plays, dances or other performances,
either by single individuala or groups distinguished by their
display or depiction of specified anatomical areas or speci-
fied sexual activities, as defined in this section.

Adult theater. An enclosed building or an enclosed space within
a building used for presenting either filmed, videotaped or live
plays, dances or other performances, either by individuals or
groups, distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on mate-
rial depicting, describing, or relating to “‘specified sexual activi-
ties” or “specified anatomical areas,” as deﬁned in this chapter,
for observatnon by patrons therein,

Airports and airport-related uses:

(1) Airports. The use of land to accommodate the operation of
aircraft and the processing of passengers and goods carried
by aircraft, including but not limited to runways, taxi-
ways, and associated ramps; aprons, and aireraft parking
areas; air carrier terminal buildings with associated ad-
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§431 . ZONING §431

ministrative offices, hotel facilities, restaurants and retail
facilities; navigational, communications, and meteorologi-
cal equipment; heliporte/helistops; fuel storage and trans-
mission facilities; aircraft hangars and repair facilities;
fixed based operators’ facilities; air cargo facilities; air-
craft service, repair, and maintenance facilities; air taxi,
air ambulance and airborne gightseeing services; clear zones
and other buffer areas; airport administrative offices; air-
port maintenance facilities and associated administrative
offices; and other facilities essential to the operation of
airports, '

(2) Related airport uses. Uses of land which are dependent
upon proximity to the airport for effective performance, or
which provide services to the airport which improve the
effectiveness of the airport, including but not limited to
aircraft parts manufacture; sales of new and used aircraft
and aircraft parts; sales of aircraft fitels, lubricants, and
other aircraft supplies; airline administrative offices; au-
tomobile parking and storage; rental car parking, storage
and maintenance; bus, taxi, and limousine parking; in-
flight kitchen and catering services; aerial photd&graphy
and air survey services; air freight and air cargo services;
governmental facilities; flight training schools; flight trades
schools; aviation research and testing laboratories; tempo-
rary contractors’ offices and storage areas; and other airport-
related uses compatible with the operation of airporis.

Alley. A roadway dedicated' to public use which affords only
a secondary means of access to abutting property and not in-
tended for general circulation,

Ambulatory service. (Included in definition of “outpatient
facility*’).

Ambulatory surgical center, A facility, the primary
purpose of which is to provide elective surgical care and in
which the patient is admitted to and discharged from said
facility within the same working day, and which is not a
part of a hospital,

Appropriate land planning agency. That agency, city
department, or entity which shall have been designated as
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§ 43-1 TAMPA CODE § 43-1

such by resolution by the city council of the City of Tampa,

Florida.

Awning. Any movable rooflike structure cantilevered, or
otherwise entirely supported from a building, so constructed
and erected as to permit its being readily and easily moved
within a few minutes time to close an opening, or rolled or
folded back to a position flat against the building or a
cantilevered projection thereof, or is detachable.

Automotive repairs, major. Any automotive repair or service
not listed as a minor repair, and including work requiring the
removal of any drive train component. Major automotive repair
includes grinding valves, cleaning carbon, removing the head of
engines and/or crankcases, welding, painting, automotive body
and fender work, tire recapping and vuleanizing.

Automotive repairs, minor. Repairs of a minor nature, as follows:
(1) Sale and servicing of spark plugs, batteries and fuses.
(2) Tire repair and servicing, but no recapping or vulcanizing.

(3) Replacement of mufflers and tail pipes (with no welding),
water hoses, fan belts, brake fluids, light bulbs, air filters,
floor mats, seat covers, and replacement of grease retain-
ers and wheel bearings.

(4) Radiator cleaning ﬁnd flushing.

(5) Washing and polishing, without specialized mechanical
equipment,

(6) Greasing and lubrications.
(7} Exchanging fuel pumps and installing fuel lines.

(8) Servicing and replacing carburetors, not rebuilding car-
buretors.

(9 Emergency wiring repau's

(10) Adjusting brakes and installing exchange brake shoes.
(11) Aligning the froht_ end and balancing wheels.

(12) Alignment of headlights.

Supp. No. 63 2814
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§ 43-1 ZONING § 48-1

(13) Adjustment or tuning of engines not requiring the grind-
ing of vaives, cleaning of carbon, removing the head or
crankcase of an engine or racing the engine.

(14) Battery recharging.

(15) The replacement of transmission fluid or filters; the ad-
justment of transmission bands or linkages, all of which do
not involve the removal of the transmission itself.

Bank. Financial institution engaged in deposit banking and
closely related functions such as the extension of eredit by means
of loans and investments, and fiduciary activities.

Basement. A story partly underground but having less
than one-half (%) its clear height below the grade.

Biliboard and poster panel. Any structure affixed to the
surface of the land or to any building, tower or other structure
designed, arranged, used or intended to be used exclusively
for outdoor advertising and which is rented, leased or other-
wise used in ocutdoor advertising where a consideration is
charged.

Blood donor centers. Any corporation, partnership or
business of any kind whatsoever which engages in the
business or activity of receiving or taking plasma, blood or
any component thereof from human donors for a monetary
consideration.

Boarding (lodging) house, A building used predominently by
persons staying for extended periods, at which meals are
provided only for persons living therein.

Building. A structure having a roof supported by columns
or walla.

Canopy (marquise). Any fixed rooflike structure, not movable
like an awning, and which is cantilevered or in whole or in part
self-supporting but having no side walls or curtains other than
valances not more than eighteen (18) inches deep. L.ean-to canopies,
fized umbrellas and aimilar structures are included in this classification.

Children’s day care center. A facility which provides care for five
(5) or more children, unrelated to the operator or owner, or both, of
the facility, either by blood, adoption, or foster care status.
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Clinic. (Included in definition of “outpatient facility™).

Club. Buildings and facilities owned and operated by a corpora-
tion or association of persons for social or recreational purposes, but
not operated primarily for profit or to render a service which is
customarily carried on as a business.

Commercial equipment. Any vehicle, licensed by any state of
the United States or Mexico or province or territory of Canada,
other than domestic equipment, as defined in this chapter.

Court. A court is a required open, unoccupied space on the same
lot and fully enclosed on at least three (3) adjacent sides by walls of
the building. An outer court is any court facing for its full required
width on a street or on any other required open space not a court.
An inner court is any other required court.

Community centers. Structures owned and operated by the city,
philanthropic or church groups primarily for the assembly and the
noncommercial recreation uses of the people residing in the tribu-
tary neighborhood area.

Curb level. The elevation of the top of the curb or the established
curb grade opposite the center of the building or portion thereof
under consideration. Where no curb level has been established, the
elevation of the ground at the center of the traveled portion of the
street in front thereof shall be considered the equivalent of the curb
level. Where the building does not adjoin the street the average
elevation of the propoeed grade line of the ground immediately
adjacent to the building as shown on the building plans shall be
considered as the curb level.

Domestic equipment. Any vehicle, hoensed by any state of the
United States or Mexico or province or territory of Canada, as a
private vehicle for operation on public streets.

Drive-in window. A window or other opening in the wall of a
principal or accessory building through which goods or services
are provided directly to customers in motor vehicles by means
that eliminate the need for such customers to exit their motor
vehicles.

Dwelling. A building or portion thereof designed exclusive
for residential occupancey, including one family, two family and
multiple family dwellings, but not including hotels, boarding,
Supp. No. 63 2816
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lodging houses or house -trailers whether such trailers be
mobile or located in a stationary fashion as when on. blocks
or other foundation.

Dwelling one (single) family. A building containing but one
kitchen designed to be occupied or occupied by not more than
one (1) family.

Dwelling, two family (duplex). A -building containing not
more than two (2) kitchens, designed to be occupied or occu-
pied by not more than two (2) families lwmg' independently
of each other.

Dwelling, multinle family (apartment house). A building
designed to be occupied or occupied by three (3) or more
families living independently of each othér, éach as & separate
housekeeping unit; provided such definition shall include build-
ings properly designed to provide joint eating facilities for
occupants in buildings operated on a cooperative basis.

Emergency ambulance heliport. A helicopter landing facility,
developed as part of a hospital on hospifal property or on
property immediately adjacent, for the exclusive purpose of
transporting emergency injury or illness victims, but having
no facilities for a fuel station, waiting room, or repairs.

E'scort services. Any premises whereon there is provided, or
which in any way contribuytes to the providing to any mem-
ber of the publie, or any person, for a consideration, male or
female personnel for the purpose of companionship, accom-
paniment, consultation, entertainment, or any similar purpose
however designated, which escort service is required to be
licensed as an eseort service under Chapter 20 of th;s Code.

E‘:ctmded care Facility, A facﬂity providing active convales-
cent or rehabilitative care beyond the acute phase of an illness,
usually: following admission to.a general hospital and/or an
acute illneas or injury.

Family. An individual or two (2) or more pu'sona related
by blood, marriage or adoption, tocether with an adult, adults,
child, children or up to four (4) foster cave children as defined
in this chapter, or up to-two (2) foster care adults as defined
in this chapter, together with any domiestic servants employed
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for services on -the premises; or a group of not more than
five (5) persons.who need not be so related or defined living
together as a single nonprofit housekeeping unit, together
with any domestic servants employed for services on the
premises.

Floor area. The sum of enclosed areas on all floors of a building
or buildings measured from the outside faces of the exterior
walls, including halls, lobbies, arcades, stairways, elevator shafts,
enclosed porches and balconies, and any below-grade floor areas
used for access,

Floor area ratio. The ratio of permitted floor area to the area of
the lot.

Foster care, adult. Provision of normal family home care
for not more than two (2) adults who are unable to receive
this type of care in their own families or to live by themselves, on
a long-term basis, as an integral part of the providing family.

Foater care, child. Provision of normal family home care for
children who are not related by birth or adoption, and who are
unable to receive this type of care in their own families, on a
long-term basis, as an integral part of the providing family.

_ Frontage. Property on one side of the street measured along the
line of the street.

Garage apartment. An accessory or subordinate building, not a
part of or attached to the main building where a portion thereof
contains living facilities for not more than one (1) family and the
enclosed space for at least one automobile is attached to such

Garage, private. An accessory building or a portion of a main
building used for the parking or storage of automobiles of the
occupants of the main building. A carport would be considered a
private garage.

Garage, service and repair. Any building or portion thereof,
other than a private or storage garage, where minor or major
sutomotive repairs may be conducted.

Garage, storage. A building or portion thereof designed or used
exclusively for the storage or parking of automobiles. Services,
Supp. No. 63 2818




f431 ZONING § 431

other than storage, shall be limited to refueling, lubrication,
washing, waxing and polishing.

Gasoline dispensing facility. Any building or plot of land uaed,'
or designed to be used, for the storage and retail sale of automo-

bile fuels, oils and lubricants. The following categories of such
facility are authorized:

(1) Automotive filling/service stations.

(2) Self-service gasoline dispensing facilities which have no
facilities for washing, polishing, greasmg, waxing, tire re-
pairing or other minor automotive repairs.

{(3) Self-service or station service gasoline dispensing in con-
junction with a convenience store, grocery store or other
retail bnsmess, with no facilities for washmg, polishing,
greasing, waxing, tire repairing or other minor automeo-
tive repairs.

(4) Dispensing of motor fuels and lubricants as part of an
automotive repair or storage facility, or both.

Guest house (tourist Roms). A private dwelling in which
transient’s sleeping accommodations are provided for compen-
sation, especially motor tourists or travelers.

Height. The vertical distance between the mean elevation of
the proposed finished grade at the structure front and the highest
point of the structure. Finished grade shall be determined by
utilizing all applicable regulations of the city, county, state and
federal government.

Home occupation. Any vocation, trade or profession carried on
within a dwelling by the occupants thereof, where no power other
than electric is used, no gigns, no merchandise or other articlea
are displayed for advertising purposes, no assistants are employed
and not more than twenty-five (25) per cent of the ground floor is
so utilized unless otherwige provided by the regulations of the
certain districts; provided, however, that the proper occupational
license has been issued by the City of Tampa for such vocation,
trade or profession. Such home occupations shall not include
experimentation that involves the use of chemicals or matter of
energy that may create or cause to be created noises, noxious
odors or hazards that will endanger the health, safety or welfare

Supp. No. 63 2819



§ 48-1 TAMPA CODE § 43-1

of the community. Swimming pool instruction may be granted as
a home occupation when the instruction is conducted by an occu-
pant of the residence. As exceptions to the general home occupa-
tion definition, this swimming pool instruction may occur outside
of the dwelling in a back-yard pool and there shall be no more
than one (1) assistant permitted to assist the occupant with the
instruction or handling of the participants.

The following conditions shall apply to the swimming pool
instruction:

(1) No more than eight (8) persons shall be instructed at the
same time,

(2) The hours during which such swimming pool instruction
may occur shall be limited to 9:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m.

(3) The petitioner shall submit a statement to the board of
gdjustment that this use will not create traffic problems or
inconsistencies with the eity traffic or parking codes.

(4) Any such use shall comply with all other applicable state,
municipal and other lawz and regulations,

(5) That all other provisions of the home occupation definition
shall apply.

Hospital. A short-term geners!, specialized, or long-term
facility providing person care for surgery, major diagnostic
procedures and/or treatment for acute short-term illnesses or
acute epizodes of chronie illnesses.

Hotel. Any building containing principally sleeping rooms
in which transient guests are lodged with or without meals,
with no provision made for cooking in any individual room or
suite. Such building would structurally and for purposes of
safety be obliged to conform to the laws of the state regu-
lating hotels.

Junkyards. Any uncovered area for the storage of unopera-
tive machinery or parts thereof including other merchandise

unusable for its original purpose and any other materials
normally classified as junk.
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Kennel Any lot or premises on which four (4) or more domesti-
cated animals more than four (4) months of age are housed,
groomed, bred, boarded, trained or sold.

Kitchen. Any room or space used or designed to be uged
for cooking and preparing food.

Laundry, self-service. A business rendering a retail service
by renting to the individual customer equipment for the wash-
ing, drying and otherwise processing laundry, with such
equipment to be gerviced and its use and operation supervised
by the management. '

Life care relirement facility. A condomininm/cooperative
which has nursing home services as a part of the facility, or
has nursing home services at a separate location,

Live model studio, Any premises where there is provided
for members of the public or for any person, for a consider-
ation, live human models, whether male or female, where
such models are provided as subjects for photography, sketch-
ing, drawing, painting, any artistic endesvor, or any similar
purpose however degignated, or where such models are
gimply provided for viewing, which live model studio is
required to be licensed as a live model studio under Chapter
20 of this Code.

Lot. A parcel of land occupied or {o be occupied by one
main building and its accessory buildings with such open and
parking spaces as are required by the provisions of this ordi-
nance [chapter] and having its principal frontage upon a
street.

Lot of record. A lot which is a part of a subdivision, the
map of which has been recorded in the office of the Clerk of
the Circuit Court of Hillsborough County, Florida.

Lot, corner. A lot situated at the junction of two (2) or
more sireets or highways.

Lot depth. The depth of a lot is the distance measured in a
mean direction of the side lines of the lot from the midpoint
of the front lot line to the midpoint of the opposite rear line
of the lot,

Lot, interior. A lot other than a cormer Iot.
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