Reading Guide to 7he Anybodies by N. E. Bode
ABOUT THIS BOOK

Once there was a VERY REAL girl named Fern who discovered she’d been switched at
birth. This might disturb some people, but it made Fern happy because she’d never felt at
home with her tragically dull parents, the Drudgers. Fern finds out about the mix-up when
the Bone (er, her father) and his “son,” Howard, show up at Fern’s front door. Now both
families decide to UNSWAP the kids for the summer, and Fern heads off with the Bone on
a wild adventure into a world inhabited by the Miser, a sinister fellow; and the Great
Realdo, a true hero, to name just two.

The book promises suspense! Mystery! Intrigue! Fairies fall out of books! Birds turn into
dogs! Why are you still here? Get reading!!!!
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. In The Anybodies, Fern needs to get rid of a spider. She tries to shake 7he World of
Bats so a bat will flap out of the book and eat the spider. (Because it's dark, she ends up

with a tornado on her hands.) Here are your scenarios:

a. You are on a desert island with nothing to eat and no fresh water to drink, but you have
one book. What book is it? What items will you shake from that book?



b. You're lonesome and need someone to play with. What book do you choose to help
you? Who will you shake from the book to keep yourself company?

c. The key to your house has fallen out of your pocket and into a crack between the
boards of your porch. You can see it, but the crack is too small to fit your hand through.
What book will you use to help? Who or what will you shake from that book?

2. If you could be Anybody for a day, who would you choose?

3. If you could be Anything for a day, what would you choose?

4. If you could be any animal for a day, what would you choose?

5. Fern is a collector of odd things. What does she collect? Are you a collector? If so, what
do you collect? If not, what would you collect if you were?

6. When Fern is a little girl, she notices odd things (the crickets from the book, the words
written on snowflakes). Have you ever seen anything that you can’t explain, that makes
no sense? If so, describe it. If not, can you invent something?

7. Fern sometimes blurts things out when she’s nervous. Have you ever blurted nervously?
When, how, why?

8. Fern thinks the story behind her name is dull. Where did your name come from? If you
don'’t like that story, make up a new onel!



