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The Tampa Riverwalk 2009 Annual Report 
 
This has been a grand year for Tampa’s Riverwalk…quite literally.  The year started with the 

grand opening of the spectacular Tampa Bay History Center and the Columbia Café at 

Cotanchobee Fort Brooke Park.  On Memorial Day weekend the grand opening of the Sail 

Pavilion at the Tampa Convention Center in conjunction with FreedomFest was celebrated.   

In the early fall, Heroes Plaza and the cenotaph Ceremonial Space on the southern Riverwalk 

were dedicated.  And finally in late October, with great fanfare, the ribbon was cut to open 

South Plaza, followed by a grand parade down the Riverwalk to the History Center.   South 

Plaza’s opening at the intersection of Channelside and Beneficial Drives is of particular note 

because it links the southern Riverwalk to The Florida Aquarium, the SS American Victory, 

Channelside Bay Plaza, the Yacht Starship, Channelside residential neighborhoods and the 

Meridian Street Trail.  This connection created a marked increase in pedestrian traffic and 

bikers along the southern Riverwalk.   

 
South Plaza Dedication 

 

In the fall of 2009, the Paving the Way to the Completion of the Riverwalk campaign 

designed to enhance community engagement and raise funds to help complete the Riverwalk 

was launched.  This program allows the purchase and personalization of granite pavers along 

the Walk to commemorate special occasions or to recognize an individual or corporation. 

Paver Application:  www.thetampariverwalk.com/RiverWalk_Epage.pdf 
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A Proud Little Girl Pointing To Her Paver 

 

This year the Riverwalk has become a choice location for special events and planned activity.  

FreedomFest 2009, held in Cotanchobee Fort Brooke Park, celebrated Memorial Day as a free 

3-day patriotic festival.  The annual Dragon Boat Regattas, weddings, festivals, city tours, 

walks and exercise programs are now regularly scheduled on the Riverwalk. 

 

Two water taxi services now operate daily to shuttle people from various stops along the 

downtown waterfront.   Water transportation service dovetails nicely into the downtown’s 

trolley connections, and links Harbour Island, Davis Islands and other river destinations to 

the Riverwalk. 

 

 
View from a Water Taxi 

 

The year of 2010 is off to a most exciting start and in January, Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park 

opened which is the site of the Tampa Museum of Art and the Glazer Children’s Museum.  
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The Riverwalk at the park has been renovated and extended to the Straz Performing Arts 

Center.  This section is now complete from the Sykes Building to the Performing Arts Center 

and is further connected to the north by an existing sidewalk that extends all the way to 

Seventh Avenue.  The Tampa Museum of Art opened during the first week of February and 

includes the Sono Café, which is another great eatery along the Riverwalk. 

 

 
Ribbon Cutting Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park 

 

Tampa’s nationally known Pirate Fest, Gasparilla Festival of the Arts, Movies on the Lawn, 

Sunset Cinema, a Jazz series and SantaFest also move into Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park in 

2010.   

 

The opening of the Riverwalk at Curtis Hixon made accessible more public docks and later in 

2010 more docks are planned on the waterside of the Tampa Bay History Center and 

Columbia Café. 

 

 
Drawing of Dock at History Center 
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This coming year of 2010 also holds great opportunity as the Riverwalk is rapidly becoming a 

gathering place for residents of, and visitors to, Tampa, utilizing the two world-class sections 

that are complete. 

 

The next step is to literally bridge the Southern Riverwalk and the Curtis Hixon Riverwalk to 

connect the two sections.  Private and public funding of $10 million is being pursued to 

construct this Riverwalk bridge.  The Riverwalk north from the Straz Performing Arts Center 

to Tampa Heights and to the North Boulevard Bridge will be completed by the Tampa 

Heights developer as that project is built out.  With its completion, the Riverwalk will be 2.2 

miles in length. 

 

 
Rendering of Kennedy Boulevard Plaza Plan 

 

 

 
Kennedy Plaza Looking North from MacDill Park 

 





 7

 
 
 
 

2009 Accomplishments 
 
Construction 

• South Plaza and associated Riverwalk to Cotanchobee Fort Brooke park 
completed 

o Adds 1,140 feet of new walkway 
o Significant connections to Channelside Bay Plaza, Florida Aquarium, 

Victory Ship and Meridian Trail 
o Incorporated a major piece of art – The Riverwall by Bruce Marsh 
o Brings the Tampa Bay History Center, cenotaph and Heroes Plaza into 

the Riverwalk environment 
 

• Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park  
o Grand Opening January 24, 2010 
o Incorporates Kiley Garden, Tampa Museum of Art and Glazer 

Children’s Museum into the Riverwalk environment 
o Establishes linkage to Straz Center for Performing Arts 

 
Design 

• Brorein Street Underpass design and environmental permitting completed 
• Kenney Boulevard Plaza designed to 90% 
• Brorein to MacDill Park designed to 60% 
• No city-built pieces remain to be designed 

 
Other 

• Programming to activate Riverwalk and adjacent parks 
• FreedomFest Memorial Day Weekend 
• Formed alliance with non-profits using Riverwalk and adjacent parks 
• Formulated and executed marketing and publicity campaign 
• Created and executed Paving the Way fundraising and awareness campaign 
• Executed Social Media package 
• The Tampa Riverwalk Wall of Honor construction completed 
• Donor Recognition Plan complete 
• Urban Excellence Award Nomination for Walking Tour 
• Cass Street crossing (temporary Riverwalk) construction completed 
• Renderings of the Future Riverwalk installed in USF Park and MacDill Park 
• “You Are Here” maps installed at Tampa Convention Center and Marriott 

Waterside Hotel. 
• Installed drains along the middle and east sections of the Convention Center 

walkway 
• Dock at Tampa Bay History Center designed to 30% 
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