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ORDINANCE NO. 2008 3 3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA, MAKING
COMPREHENSIVE REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 23.5,
SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES CODE, OF THE
CITY OF TAMPA CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING SECTION
23.5-3, DEFINITIONS; WORDS DEFINED; AMENDING SECTION
23.5-4, ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES; ADDING SECTION 23.5-5,
SCHEDULE OF VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; AMENDING
SECTION 23.5-6, SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT TOOL;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE.

WHEREAS, Chapter 162, Florida Statutes, provides different methods for
municipalities to enforces its ordinances and city codes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Tampa presently utilizes two of the available methods:
the Code Enforcement Board and the county criminal court system; and

WHEREAS, there are circumstances where neither the Code Enforcement Board
nor county criminal court system are an effective means of enforcing the City’s

ordinances and city code; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 162, Florida Statutes, also provides a civil citation method
of enforcing ordinances and city codes that would provide effective code enforcement in
some of the circumstances that the present methods are ineffective; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council of the City of Tampa to improve
the enforcement of the City’s ordinances and city code; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tampa has determined that this
Ordinance promotes and protects the general health, safety and welfare of the residents of

the City of Tampa; and,

WHEREAS, duly noticed public hearings as required by law were held by the
City Council of the City of Tampa, at which public hearings all residents and interested

persons were given an opportunity to be heard.
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PASSED AND ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TAMPA, FLORIDA, ON MAR 0 6 2008

ATTEST: ' i
Lo N AL
, CHAIRMAN/CHA[RMAN PRO-TEM

CITY COUNCIL

CITY CLER
APPROVED BY ME ON WAR 07 2008

fo o

PAM JIORIO, MAYOR

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL
SUFFICIENCY BY:

E/S
ERNEST MUELLER
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY

K.:/Debbie/Chapter23
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NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA:

Section 1. That “Section 23.5-3. Definitions; words defined.”, is hereby
amended by adding the underlined language and deleting the stricken language as

follows:
“Sec. 23.5-3. Definitions; words defined.

For the purpose of this chapter, unless given a different meaning under an article of
this chapter, certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall
have the following meanings:

Citation means the notice issued by a code enforcement officer in a form prescribed by
the city and shall contain:

(1) The date and time of issuance.
(2) The name and address of the person to whom the citation is issued.

(3) The date and time the civil infraction was committed.

(4) The facts constituting reasonable cause.

(5) The number or section of the code or ordinance violated.

(6) The name and authority of the code enforcement officer.

(7) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to
contest the citation.

(8) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation.

(9) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation.

(10) A conspicuous statement that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the
time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, he shall be deemed to
have waived his right to contest the citation and that, in such case, judgment may be
entered against that person for an amount up to the maximum civil penalty.

Code enforcement officer means any designated employee or agent of the city whose
duty it is to enforce codes and ordinances enacted by the city and may include, but may
not be limited to, code inspectors, law enforcement officers, animal control officers, or
fire safety inspectors. Such employees or agents shall be trained and qualified to issue
citations.

Irreparable or irreversible violation means a violation that causes harm. damage. injury
or change that is incapable of correction, repair or return to an original condition.
Person- means Aany natural person, firm, ee-partnership, association, or corporation.
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Repeat violation. A violation of a provision of a code or ordinance by a person who
has received a citation and either (1) paid the fine for or (2) contested the citation and
found guilty of violating the same provision of the code within three years prior to the
violation, notwithstanding that the violations occurred at different locations.
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Section 2. That “Section 23.5-4. Enforcement procedures.”, is hereby
amended by adding the underlined language and deleting the stricken language as

follows:
“Sec. 23.5-4. Enforcement procedures.

(a) The county court shall have jurisdiction over all violations governed by this
chapter.

(b) A code enforcement officer is authorized to issue a citation to a person when,
based upon personal investigation, the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the

person has committed a-etvi-infraetion an act in violation of a duly enacted city code

or ordinance.
(c) Prior to issuing a citation, a code enforcement officer shall provide notice to the

person that the person has committed a violation of a city code or ordinance and shall
establish a reasonable time period within which the person must correct the violation.
Such time period shall be no more than +4 21 days. If, upon personal investigation, a
code enforcement officer finds that the person has not corrected the violation within the
given time period, a code enforcement officer may issue a citation to the person who

has comrmtted the v1olat1on If—hewe%f—a—eede—eﬂfefeemeﬂ{—efﬁeer—h&s—feaﬂm—fe

(d) If, however, a code enforcement officer has reason to beheve that the v101at10n

(1) is a repeat violation
(2) presents a serious threat to the public health, safety, or welfare, or
(3) if the violation is irreparable or irreversible
a_code enforcement officer does not have to provide the person with a reasonable time
period to correct the violation prior to issuing a citation and may immediately issue that

citation.

pﬂfﬂﬁf&b}ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁé@dﬁﬂ—?&%%@%—% After issuing a 01tat10n to an

alleged violator, a code enforcement officer shall deposit the original citation and one
copy of the citation with the county court.

te)(f) A violation of a city code or ordinance expressty-deetared-by-the-etty-couneil-to
be-governed enforced by the provisions of this chapter is a civil infraction punishable
by a maximum civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) or such

amount as may hereafter be prescrlbed by law. ?h&sehedtﬁe—eﬁpefr&Mes—fe—be

feseiﬁﬁeﬂ— The fines to be assessed by code enforcement offlcers shall be estabhshed
by ordinance, including ordinances on special events that will use the civil citation

process as a method of enforcement.
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H(g) Subject to paragraph (j) below, Fthe alleged violator has the option of paying
the penalty or contesting the citation in the county court. The procedures for contesting
the citation shall be set forth in the citation.

te(h) Subject to paragraph ) (j) below, if a person who has committed the civil
infraction does not contest the citation for the first two (2) violations, he or she shall
pay to the clerk of the c1rcu1t court the correspondmg penalty within the time frame set

forth on the 01tat10n

v , ; : , alty—sha et Payment of said
penalty shal] be made either by mail or in person to the clerk of the circuit court within
the time frame specified on the citation.

(1) If a person fails to pay the penalty within the specified period or fails to appear
in court to contest the citation, that person shall be deemed to have waived the right to
contest the citation. A judgment may be entered against that person for an amount up to
the maximum civil penalty.

(j) Mandatory court appearances are required for the third and subsequent
violations of a code or ordinance. The citation shall clearly inform the person of the
mandatory court appearance. A person required to appear in court does not have the
optlon of paymg the penalty instead of appearmg in court.

(k) Any civil penalties collected by virtue of the operation of this chapter shall be
paid, and deposited by the clerk of the circuit court, into such funds as the city council

may designate.”

Section 3. That “Section 23.5-5. Schedule of Violations and Penalties.” is
hereby amended by adding the underlined language and deleting the stricken language as

follows:
“Sec. 23.5-5. Schedule of Violations and Penalties.

(a) Violations of the following sections of the Tampa City Code are considered
Class 1 violations and will carry a minimum fine of:

$ 75.00 for a first offense,

$150.00 for a second offense

$300.00 for a third offense

$450.00 for a fourth or subsequent offense
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City Code Section

19-46 19-231(6) 19-231(17) 19-238
19-47 19-231(9) 19-231(18) 27-129
19-49 19-231(10) 19-232 27-148
19-50 19-231(11) 19-233
19-56 19-231(12) 19-235
19-76 19-231(13) 19-236
19-77 19-231(15) 19-237

(b) Violations of the following sections of the Tampa City Code are considered

Class II violations and will carrv a minimum fine of:

$150.00 for a first offense,
$300.00 for a second offense
$450.00 for a third or subsequent offense

City Code Section

19-52 19-231(4)

19-54(a 19-231(5)

19-57 19-231(7)

19-79 19-231(8)

19-231(1) 19-231(16)

19-231(2) 26-97 including any subsequent emergency or other
19-231(3) amending ordinances related to irrigation and other

outdoor water use

©) Violations of the following sections of the Tampa City Code are considered
Class III violations and will carrv a minimum fine of:

$300.00 for a first offense
$450.00 for a second or subsequent offense

City Code Section

19-54(b)
19-55
25-48(d)

(d) Violations of the following sections of the Tampa City Code are considered
Class IV violations and will carry a minimum fine of $450.00 each and

every offense.
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Section 4. That “Section 23.5-56. Supplemental enforcement tool.”, is
hereby amended by adding the underlined language and deleting the stricken language as

follows:
“Sec. 23.5-56. Supplemental enforcement tool.

The provisions of this chapter are additional and supplemental means of enforcing city

codes or ordinances and may be used for the enforcement of any code or ordinance, or
for the enforcement of all codes and ordinances. Nothing contained in this chapter shall
prohibit the city from enforcing its codes or ordinances by any other means.”

Section 5. That should a court of competent jurisdiction declare any part of
this Ordinance invalid the remaining parts hereof shall not, in any way, be affected by
such determination as to the invalid part.

Section 6. That all ordinances, parts of ordinances, or resolutions in conflict
herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of any conflict.

Section 7. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon becoming a

law.




