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Re:
Revisions to Chapter 20.5, Sign Code


M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:
 
THE HONORABLE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL


MARTIN SHELBY, CITY COUNCIL ATTORNEY

CC:

SHIRLEY FOXX-KNOWLES, CITY CLERK



DAVID L. SMITH, CITY ATTORNEY



DARRELL SMITH, CHIEF OF STAFF



CYNTHIA MILLER, DIRECTOR OF 


    GROWTH MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


MEMBERS OF THE SIGN COMMITTEE
FROM:
JULIA MANDELL COLE, ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 
DATE:
July 19, 2006 
SUBJECT:
SIGN COMMITTEE’S PROPOSED REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 20.5, 

SIGN CODE

Enclosed for your review are the proposed revisions to the Sign Code.  These proposed revisions were developed through a year and a half long process in which the Sign Committee reviewed regulations from various jurisdictions and discussed the needs of the citizens, the sign industry and the business community.

The following summarizes the proposed changes:

· Government Signs:
Amends government sign regulations to provide that a government sign must comply with the Sign Code requirements, except as necessary for the public health and safety.  Currently, a government sign is exempt from the Sign Code requirements.
· Window Signs:  Amends window sign requirements to provide that window signs are limited to five (5) square feet per establishment.  Currently, a window sign is allowed to encompass 25% of the total window area.
· Address Signs:  Provides a requirement for address signs which is separate from free standing and/or building signs.  Currently, there is no separate address sign requirement.
· Temporary Banner Signs:  Provides a requirement that a permit be obtained for a temporary banner and provides standards for location.  Currently, there are no separate standards for temporary banner signs.
· Non-Conforming Signs:  Amends the non-conforming sign regulations to provide that a property owner will need to comply with the new regulations for a free standing sign if the property undergoes a “Change of Use” and if it cannot be demonstrated that the existing free standing sign complies with wind load standards.  It also provides additional standards for non-conforming signs and compliance with the current sign regulations.  Currently, a property owner needs to comply with the most current sign regulations if the property undergoes a “major renovation” or is damaged by more than fifty-one percent (51)%.
· Electronic Message Signs:  Codifies the current policy to allow electronic signs as a form of changeable copy sign so long as the message on the sign does not change more than once in a twenty-four (24) hour period.

· Awning Signs:  Awning signs are allowed in place of a building sign.  Awnings upon which the sign is attached must be of a single color, made of opaque materials and down-lighting is encouraged.  Currently, awning signs are allowed in lieu of a wall sign and the regulations do not provide any other standards.
· Commercial District Definition:  Amends the definition of Commercial District to include the CBD-1 and CBD-2 Districts.  These districts are not currently included in either the definition of office or commercial.

In addition, the proposed revisions would drastically decrease the height, size and number of free standing/pylon signs and building/wall signs.  These changes are summarized in Tab # 4.
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