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November 17, 2019 
 
Mr. Jeff Siewert 
Senior Project Manager  
Ayres Associates 
8875 Hidden River Parkway – Suite 200 
Tampa, FL 33637-1035   
 
  RE: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 

       Danny’s Generators Site 
         1023 East Columbus Drive 

       Tampa, Hillsborough County, FL 33605 
                   
 
Dear Mr. Siewert, 
 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc., (OHC), is pleased to submit this Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment Report for the above referenced property.  The following information 
summarizes our findings. 
 
Executive Summary 
 
OHC was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior Project Manager of Ayres Associates, and acting 
project manager for the City of Tampa’s future right of way construction to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment of one tax parcel totaling approximately one eighth of an acre located  
on the corner of East Columbus Drive and North 12th Street. The tax parcel PIN ID # is A-18-29-
19-51A-000001-00001.0 OHC performed the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment of the 
property formerly operating as Danny’s Generators, Inc. (DGI), herein known as the property, or 
site.  The property is currently an active commercial office and apartment facility which consists 
of one building encompassing approximately 1950 square feet. The property is currently owned 
by Deborah Lisa Ramos. 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Assessment (ESA) is to assess current site conditions 
and render an opinion as to the presence of exterior recognized environmental conditions (REC) 
at the property.  The building’s interior was not accessible, and therefore not inspected. OHC 
performed this Phase I in general conformance with the scope and limitations of the ASTM 
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Practice E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  The following findings which are potential REC’s are 
listed below, along with supporting opinions and recommendations:  

Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8508982 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 59734501. The site is listed as a 
closed site, therefore it is not an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open 
discharge cleanup status from a discharge reported on 3/29/1991. This means the cleanup 
is not completed. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are monitoring wells 
located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the proposed right of 
way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly surveyed for 
location and closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any accidental release of 
hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. The well closure should be 
coordinated with the EPC case manager. The proposed construction involves sidewalk 
and road reconstruction which is expected to impact depths from grade to approximately 
three feet below grade. Therefore, if any soil or groundwater contamination exists (>3 
feet below grade) in the vicinity of the future remediation area, it would not be expected 
to impact the proposed construction activities.  

No other REC’s were identified on the exterior of the site. The undersigned declares that he 
meets the definition of Environmental Professional as stated in 40 CFR part 312 and that he has 
conducted the assessment in accordance with same. OHC appreciates the opportunity to be of 
service to you on this project. If you have any further questions, please contact me. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
OHC ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING, INC.  

 
Thomas Martinelli 
Environmental Professional 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

OHC was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior Project Manager Ayres Associates, and acting 
project manager for the City of Tampa’s future right of way construction at the above referenced 
property, to conduct a Phase I Environmental Assessment of one tax parcel totaling 
approximately one eighth of an acre located on the corner of East Columbus Drive and North 
12th Street. The tax parcel ID # is A-18-29-19-51A-000001-00001.0 OHC performed the Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment of the property formerly operating as Danny’s Generators, Inc. 
(DGI), herein known as the property, or site.  The property is currently an active commercial 
office and apartment facility which consists of one building encompassing approximately 1950 
square feet. The property is currently owned by Deborah Lisa Ramos. 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Assessment (ESA) is to assess current site conditions 
and render an opinion as to the presence of exterior recognized environmental conditions (REC) 
at the property. The building’s interior was not accessible, and therefore not inspected. OHC 
performed this Phase I in general conformance with the scope and limitations of the ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  The following findings which are potential REC’s are 
listed below, along with supporting opinions and recommendations:  

Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8508982 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 59734501. The site is listed as a 
closed site, therefore it is not an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open 
discharge cleanup status from a discharge reported on 3/29/1991. This means the cleanup 
is not completed. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are monitoring wells  
located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the proposed right of 
way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly surveyed for 
location and closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any accidental release of 
hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. The well closures should be 
coordinated with the EPC case manager. The proposed construction involves sidewalk 
and road reconstruction which is expected to impact depths from grade to approximately 
three feet below grade. Therefore, if any residual soil or groundwater contamination 
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exists (>3 feet below grade) in the vicinity of the future remediation area, it would not be 
expected to impact the proposed construction activities.  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc. (OHC) was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior 
Project Manager of Ayres Associates, and City of Tampa’s construction project manager 
for the future right of way improvements at the site, (“user”), to prepare a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment of the subject property (“site”) in general conformance 
with ASTM Standard E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  This report documents OHC’s 
findings from our Phase I Investigation of the site. The site currently consists of one tax 
parcel which is zoned Commercial Class 4. The site is currently an active commercial 
office and apartment type structure. The site is located in a primarily commercial/light 
industrial setting with residential properties nearby.  

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is to determine 
whether there are “recognized environmental conditions” (REC), historical REC’s 
(HREC) or controlled REC’s (CREC) on the property, which may have an impact on the 
future construction along the City of Tampa right of way at the site and liability of the 
user from a governmental or private party.  The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate 
current exterior environmental conditions. Since the purpose of this assessment is to 
evaluate potential subsurface contamination issues present at the proposed right of way 
construction, access to the interior of the building on site was not granted by the owner. 
This ESA will therefore document current environmental conditions so either party, user 
or owner, will be able to establish their impact to the site, if any. Evidence for recognized 
environmental conditions were sought through environmental and historical records 
searches, interviews, and a site reconnaissance, etc. 

1.2 Project Scope 

This ESA is designed to generally conform to the American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) Practice E 1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process in terms of levels of 
inquiry, standard regulatory record search distances and site reconnaissance 
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methodology. The All Appropriate Inquiry document outlined in 40 CFR 312 was also 
referenced in preparing this report. 

The following issues were not evaluated within the scope of this Phase I ESA: 1) 
regulatory compliance or permitting of facility operations, 2) off-site waste disposal 
tracking, 3) integrity of on-site sewage disposal systems, 4) geotechnical/structural 
concerns with underlying soil or fill, 5) wetlands delineation, 6) the potential for 
naturally-occurring elements or their products that exceed applicable regulatory 
standards, 7) radon, 8) underground storage tank testing, 9) electromagnetic fields, 10) 
agricultural practices, 11) the potential for biological hazards and (12) building interior.   

Phase I ESA's do not generally include field or laboratory analyses of building materials, 
air, soil or water samples, which may yield additional information unforeseen in a Phase I 
ESA. OHC completed this study under the regulatory framework known to be in effect as 
of the date of this report; and the investigation, findings and conclusions as set forth are 
predicated upon those laws and regulations. 

1.3 Project Limitations 
According to ASTM Practice E 1527-13, a Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, not 
necessarily eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential environmental conditions in 
connection with the subject property.  The standard states that it recognizes “reasonable 
limits of time and cost” in this process.  Consequently, assessments cannot be judged 
solely on whether they missed some existing contamination, but instead on “the 
reasonableness of the judgments made at the time and under the circumstances in which 
they were made.” 

This report is based upon the application of scientific principles and professional 
judgment to certain facts with resultant subjective interpretations.  Professional 
judgments expressed herein are based on the facts currently available within the limit or 
scope of work, budget and schedule.  The work described in this report was carried out in 
accordance with the Terms and Conditions in the proposal. An environmental lien and 
activity use limitation search was not performed or requested by the user.  

In preparing this report, OHC may have relied on certain information provided by 
Environmental Data Resources (EDR), federal, state and local officials and other parties 
referenced therein, and on information contained in the files of state agencies, local 
agencies, or both, available to OHC at the time of this site assessment.  Although there 



November 24, 2019 
Mr. Jeff Siewert – Ayres Associates 

1023 East Columbus Drive 
Phase I Environmental Assessment 

                   OHC Project No. 190238-ES 
 

 

7 

may have been some degree of overlap in the information provided by these various 
sources, OHC did not attempt to independently verify the accuracy or completeness of all 
the information reviewed or received during the course of this site assessment.  

Observations were made of the site and of the structure exterior on the site as indicated in 
this report.  While access to interior portions of the site or to structures on the site was 
unavailable or limited, OHC renders no opinion as to the presence of indirect evidence 
relating to petroleum substance, hazardous substances, or both, in that portion of the site 
and structure.  In addition, OHC renders no opinion as to the presence or indirect 
evidence relating to hazardous material storage or oil, where direct observation of the 
interior/exterior walls, ground surface, floors, ceiling or a structure is obstructed by 
objects or vegetation covering on or over these surfaces. 

As part of this assessment, OHC has submitted a request for an informal file review with 
the Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Commission (EPC) and Fire 
Marshalls offices and the City of Tampa Fire Marshalls office.  Information from these 
inquiries are found in Attachment V. 

1.4 Special Terms and Conditions 
Terms as defined by ASTM E 1527 are used, as appropriate, in this report.  ASTM 
defines recognized environmental conditions as: “the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on or at a property (1) due to a release to 
the environment, (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment or (3) 
under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.   The 
term includes hazardous substances or petroleum products even under conditions in 
compliance with laws.  The term is not intended to include de-minimus conditions that 
generally do not present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and 
that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the 
attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions determined to be de-minimus 
are not recognized environmental conditions. Within the context of the ASTM standard, 
the “site” is the Danny’s Generators property and the “user” of this report is Mr. Jeff 
Siewert. Ms. Deborah Lisa Ramos, owner of the site, declined to complete the User 
Questionnaire found in Attachment I. OHC would normally rely on information from the 
questionnaire to assist in determining if REC’s were present on site.   
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2.0  SITE DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Location and Legal Description 
The subject property, consisting of the aforementioned tax parcel, is described as 
approximately one eighth of an acre of commercially developed property. The site is 
located at 1023 East Columbus Drive, Ybor City section of the City of Tampa, 
Hillsborough County, Florida, herein known as the property, or site. The property is 
currently owned by Deborah Lisa Ramos. Refer to the tax assessment/site maps in 
Attachment II and site photographs in Attachment III for visual reference. 

2.2 Environmental Setting 
The site is located in a mixed light industrial/commercial/residential setting. According to 
the EDR FEMA Flood Hazard Area Map, the site is not located within a flood plain. 
According to the EDR provided wetland inventory map, no wetland areas are present. 
According to the EDR provided information from the 1994 United States Geological 
Survey, the rock stratigraphic unit at the site is of the Miocene Series of the Tertiary 
system which was formed in the Cenozoic era. Metamorphic rock formation consists of 
limestone. Native soil types of the area are primarily Tavares fine sands that are moderate 
to well drained. The site may consist of urban land. The survey does not identify any 
depressions or sinkholes on the site. The elevation of the site is approximately 40 feet 
above mean sea level. The natural topography of the site generally slopes slightly to the 
east.    

2.3 General Site and Vicinity Characteristics 

Located within the Ybor City section of the City of Tampa, the surrounding area was 
initially developed in the early 1880’s as primarily industrial or residential in nature. 
Commercial, light industrial, recreational and residences are located in the vicinity. Water 
in the vicinity is provided by municipal sources. The site is serviced by the city sanitary 
sewer system. Municipal waste disposal in the vicinity is contracted.  Electric & 
telephone are available at the street.  The site consists of one rectangular shaped parcel 
consisting of approximately one eighth of an acre.  

The surrounding area was partially developed by at least the early 1850’s. By 1895, 
surrounding properties to the west included residential structures. The immediate 
surrounding area is currently mixed light industrial, commercial and residential.  
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2.4 On-site structures/Improvements 

The one eighth acre site is approximately 30% used for exterior storage space including 
sidewalk/road/parking areas, 40% improved with the building and 30% is a vacant grass 
covered lot. The improved area consists of one building. The building is described as 
follows: 

Commercial/Residential Building 

The commercial building is a two-story structure constructed in 1924 on concrete slab at 
grade. The first level consists of office spaces and a garage. The second floor appears to 
be a residential apartment. There is a canopy on the north end of the building which has a 
number of parking spaces below. The building is of concrete block construction with a 
masonry finish. The structure is wood framed with a flat built-up roof on the canopy and 
a pitched metal roof on the apartment.  

2.5 Current Site Usage and Adjoining Properties 
The site is currently an active commercial office and residential apartment facility. The 
adjoining properties to the south are residences. Further south are commercial areas. The 
adjoining property to the north is East Columbus Drive. Further north is a vacant lot and 
residences. The adjoining property to east is North 12th Street. Further east are 
commercial and residential properties. The adjoining property to the west is a residence. 
Further west are residences. Surrounding land use is primarily commercial, light 
industrial or residential.      

3.0 RECORDS REVIEW 
 

3.1 Site History & Ownership 
Information obtained through the Hillsborough County Tax Assessment search indicates 
that the most recent deed activity for the site consists of a Deed issued to Deborah Lisa 
Ramos in 2019, (Deed Book 26846, page 1327).  

3.2 Federal and State Environmental Database Search (EDR) 
A search of federal and state records was conducted according to ASTM standards by 
contracting a commercial database service, EDR, in order to identify any property within 
a designated proximity to the site that may pose a risk of contamination of the site.  
Definitions for selected database sites were identified and are described along with each 
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identified site in the following sections. See Attachment IV for definitions and the 
Executive Summary of the EDR database report.  

Pertinent Federal ASTM Records 

The site was not listed as any type of site as described in the federal database 
descriptions. The following are designated by the ASTM Standard as search 
databases with the number of sites identified in the search area: 

NPL    US EPA National Priorities List - 0 
CERCLIS/SEMS US EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act Information 
System - 1 

RCRA CORRACTS Facilities Subject to Corrective Action Under the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act -0  

RCRA non-CORRACTS Facilities Not Subject to Corrective Action Under 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act - 0 

RCRA generators Generators Under the Resources Conservation and 
Recovery Act -0 

NRI/ERNS  National Response Incidents – 0 
 
Based on proximity and a cursory drive by, none of the federal mapped or unmapped 
sites identified in the EDR report would be expected to impact the subject property or the 
proposed right of way construction. However, any contamination issues present on 
adjacent or nearby properties migrating to the site would be the responsibility of the 
adjacent site owner to rectify through the applicable regulatory guidelines.    
 
Florida Records   
No state hazardous waste sites, five solid waste facilities/historic landfill sites, fifteen 
LUST sites and three Brownfields sites were identified by EDR within a designated 
proximity to the site according to ASTM standards. The target property is listed as a 
leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a DWM Contaminated site, a Historic 
Automobile Service site named Latin American Service Station, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8508982 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 59734501. The site is listed as a 
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closed site, therefore it is not an active retail site. The site is listed as having an ongoing 
discharge cleanup status from a discharge reported on 3/29/1991. Based on proximity, a 
cursory drive by and the fact that the EDR reports do not identify non-reported leaking 
tanks, none of these types of state properties or unmapped properties would be expected 
to impact the site. Based on the involvement of the Hillsborough County EPC, if 
subsurface contamination has migrated to the target property, the current owner should 
have been notified. 

3.3 Local and State Environmental Record Search 
As part of this assessment, OHC has submitted a request for an informal file review with 
the Hillsborough County EPC and Fire Marshalls offices and the City of Tampa Fire 
Marshalls Office.  Information obtained from these requests is as follows:  

- The Hillsborough County EPC office responded back stating that there were no air 
management, wetlands management or water management files associated with the 
subject property. The waste management division did locate files including Small 
Quantity Generator files, Tank and Cleanup files which were reviewed on 11/22/19. 
Information obtained from the file review is as follows: 

Waste Generator File  

This file identifies Danny’s Generators as a conditionally exempt small quantity 
generator of hazardous waste which included used motor oil. 

Enforcement File  

No significant documents were located in this file. 

Storage Tank File 

There were at least nine UST’s located on the site at one time. The tanks have been 
removed and the site does not have any registered tanks currently present. A gasoline 
and used motor oil discharge notification dated 3-29-1991 was reviewed. See the site 
map in Attachment II outlining the former tank locations, plume outline and the 
current remedial action plan location. 

Cleanup File 

- The cleanup file contained a storage tank closure assessment, a site characterization 
report and a partial remedial action plan. As part of the closure, soil samples were 
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collected and groundwater monitoring wells were installed. Groundwater samples 
were collected. Groundwater was encountered at 24 feet below grade surface (bgs). 
Soil sample results from the characterization indicate soil contamination above the 
ECP soil cleanup target levels at 2 to 8 feet bgs. Groundwater sample results were 
found to be above the ECP groundwater cleanup target levels (GCTL).  

- The City of Tampa and Hillsborough County Fire Marshalls offices were contacted. 
Hillsborough stated the site was outside of their response jurisdiction. The Tampa 
request was not completed due to time constraints associated with this report. 

File review requests and information is found in Attachment V. 

3.4 Other Environmental Record Sources  
OHC conducted a review of geological maps, land use and zoning maps at the 
Hillsborough County Planning Commission office. The site is zoned commercial class 4 
and the land use is currently 1217 mixed use office. The geology is as stated in section 
2.2. A City Directory Search was performed which identifies business entities which have 
had phone numbers associated with the site address. The listings for 1023 East Columbus 
Drive are as follows: 
- 1934 to 2010 Latin American Auto Service 
- 1949  Manuel Amiella Filling Station 

See the pertinent City Directory Search information in Attachment V. 

3.5 Sanborn Maps 
JMT conducted a Sanborn Fire Insurance Map search through EDR. The search 
conducted revealed that maps produced for the subject area in 1915, 1931, 1950, 1976 & 
1979. The Sanborn search report and maps are found in Attachment VI. The information 
from the maps is as follows: 

The 1915 map reveals the site is partially developed with a small residential structure 
located on the south side of the property. The 1931 and 1950 maps reveal the residence 
does not exist, and the site is developed with a gasoline filling station that has three 
UST’s and an auto service facility. The 1976 and 1979 maps reveal a gasoline filling 
station, tire service and auto service facility. Surrounding land use is primarily residential 
with some commercial properties nearby. 
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3.6 Topographic Maps 

Historic topographic maps for the years 1944, 1947, 1956, 1969, 1979, 1981, 1995 and 
2012 were obtained and reviewed for the subject area.  The 1944 through 1995 maps 
reveal the site is located in a developed urban setting. The maps produced do not show 
building structures, only topographic features. No useful data depicting site usage can be 
derived from the maps searched. The map search data is found in Attachment VII.  

3.7 Aerial Photograph Review 
Historic aerial photographs for the years 1938, 1950, 1957, 1965, 1973, 1976, 1980, 
1987, 1991, 1995, 1998, 2007, 2010, and 2017 were obtained and reviewed of the subject 
area. The aerials were at varying scales which have varying levels of resolution. The 
1938 through 1957 aerials reveal that the site is developed. Interstate 4 does not exist to 
the south. Less residential and commercial development as compared to today exists in 
all directions. The 1965 aerial reveals the site is developed and Interstate 4 exists to the 
south. The remaining aerials indicate the site is developed and significant residential, 
commercial and industrial development has taken place in surrounding areas. The 2017 
aerial depicts the site as it is today. The photos obtained are found in Attachment VIII. 

4.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 
On November 13, 2019 OHC Environmental Professional, Mr. Thomas Martinelli, 
performed site reconnaissance at the subject property.   Remarkable observations as a 
result of the reconnaissance are discussed in the following sections of the report. 

4.1 General Site Observations 
The site was observed to have the characteristics outlined in Section 2.3 and 2.4. The site 
was an active office and apartment building at the time of the site reconnaissance. 
Specific items were observed: 

4.1.1 Storage Tanks 
No evidence of aboveground or underground storage tanks, (i.e. vent/fill pipes), were 
observed.  

4.1.2 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (“PCBs”) 

The use of PCBs in newly manufactured electrical equipment and oils has been banned 
since 1979. Therefore, this type of equipment (pole mounted transformers, fluorescent 
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light ballasts) which were installed at the site near or prior to this date may contain parts 
which may be filled with PCB-contained dielectric fluid.  No pole mounted transformers 
or ballasts were present on the exterior of the site.  

4.2 Exterior Observations 
Exterior areas of the site include exterior storage, a small concrete parking area under the 
canopy, concrete sidewalks and an empty grass covered lot to the south of the building.  
The roof stormwater is either conveyed directly to the concrete sidewalks or via sheet 
flow from the rooftops. Some stormwater percolates to site soils. A number of 
groundwater monitoring wells are located on the north, south and east sides of the 
building. These observation wells are associated with the ongoing subsurface 
contamination discharge monitoring from former LUST’s on the site. 

Indicators Not Observed 
The following indicators of possible recognized environmental conditions under the 
ASTM standard were not observed at the site during the external site reconnaissance:  
stressed vegetation, material storage ponds or lagoons.  
4.3 Interior Observations 
No access to the building interior was granted for this assessment.       
4.4 Non-Scope Observations 
4.4.1    Lead-Based Paint 

Lead-based paint was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Exterior painted 
areas were observed to be in good condition. 

4.4.2 Asbestos-Containing Material (ACM) 

ACM was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Exterior suspect asbestos 
containing materials were observed which included roofing materials, masonry 
stucco, caulking, etc. All materials were observed to be in fair to good condition.  

4.4.3 Radon 
Radon was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Since the site is zoned 
commercial class 4, radon would not be expected to be considered a concern.   
 

5.0 INTERVIEW INFORMATION 
Mr. Whit Council (Hillsborough County EPC Case Manager), was contacted and he stated 
that he was the current Case Manager for the site. He stated that the site does have soil and 
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groundwater contamination present. He reported that the site is in the cleanup stage as the 
site characterization study has been completed and a remedial action plan has been approved 
by the EPC. The construction of the air sparging soil vapor extraction remediation system 
will begin in the coming weeks. He did know the vertical and lateral extent of the 
contamination. He stated that no significant soil or groundwater contamination has migrated 
north of the site onto East Columbus Drive. The plume is migrating in a westerly direction. 
He did state that static groundwater was approximately 25 feet bgs. 

 
Ms. Jeanette Figari (Hillsborough County EPC), was contacted and stated that she is the 
point of contact at the EPC to prepare right to know requests. She prepared the request to the 
air, waste, water and wetland management divisions. She stated that the only files found were 
in the waste division. A file review was scheduled for 11-22-19. 

Ms. Gabrielle Williams, (City of Tampa Emergency Mgt.), stated that there is now a fifteen 
dollar charge to perform the right to know request. Due to time constraints associated with 
this project, this request was not performed. She did state that the Hillsborough County Fire 
Marshalls office be contacted as well.   

Ms. Miguelina Rodriguez, (Hillsborough County Fire/Rescue), stated that she researched her 
files and found that the City of Tampa Fire Marshalls office responds to the site.  
. 

6.0 FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc. has performed a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment in general conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice 
E1527-13 and 40 CFR 312 of the former Danny’s Generators site located in the Ybor 
City section of the City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, FL.  Any exceptions to or 
deletions from this practice are described in Section 7.0, Exceptions/Data Gaps section of 
this report.  This assessment has revealed evidence of the following potential recognized 
environmental conditions (REC) in connection with the property: 

Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8508982 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 59734501. The site is listed as a 
closed site, therefore it is not an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open 
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discharge cleanup status from a discharge reported on 3/29/1991. This indicates that the 
cleanup is not completed. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are 
monitoring wells located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the 
proposed right of way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly 
surveyed for location and closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any 
accidental release of hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. The well 
closure should be coordinated with the EPC case manager. The proposed construction 
involves sidewalk and road reconstruction which is expected to impact depths from grade 
to approximately three feet below grade. Therefore, if any residual soil or groundwater 
contamination exists (>3 feet below grade) in the vicinity of the future remediation area, 
it would not be expected to impact the proposed construction activities.  

7.0 EXCEPTIONS/DATA GAPS  
 

Section Reference 3.1: Explanation 

A complete, thorough 50 year chain of title was not obtained for the site due to the county 
deed records becoming too complex to trace back. Also, the microfilm viewing machine 
was not operating properly at the time of the records search. If a thorough chain of title is 
required, an abstract company should be retained. Also, data gaps are present which 
determine exact site usage of the site for every year dating back to when the site was 
undeveloped.  

Section Reference 4.3: Explanation 

This assessment is limited to exterior observations only as no access was granted to 
observe interior conditions.  

8.0 NON-SCOPE ISSUES 
Radon 

The EPA has established 4 picocuries per liter (“pCi/L”) of radon gas in indoor air as 
a guidance level for residences. Accumulations above 4 pCi/L are considered to 
represent a health risk to occupants. Hillsborough County is known to lie within an 
area that has elevated radon levels.  The EDR Report has identified 50% of the 
structures tested in the basements of Hillsborough County residences are above the 
guidance level. Only 14% of the structures tested within the 33605 zip code area were 
above the EPA level. Actual radon concentration can only be determined by actual 
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on-site measurement. Radon was not evaluated as part of this EA.  The possible 
presence of naturally occurring radon is a non-scope issue, as it is not included in 
CERCLA’s definition of hazardous substances and does not otherwise present 
potential CERCLA liability.   

Asbestos 

The issue of asbestos is outside the scope of the Phase I ESA standard practice. 
Effective October 11, 1994, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(“OSHA”) expanded the scope of its general industry standard for asbestos, 29 CFR 
1910.1001.  The standard requiring asbestos building surveys now applies to virtually 
all buildings constructed before 1980 and brings OSHA’ enforcement power to an 
issue which was previously regulated by the EPA’s National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous air Pollutants (“NESHAPS”). Since the building on site was constructed 
around 1929, suspect asbestos materials may be expected to be a business risk. 
Suspect materials may include but not be limited to drywall ceilings and walls, 
suspended ceiling tiles, thermal system insulation, roofing materials, etc. If 
renovation or demolition of the site building is planned, the areas or building involved 
should be inspected by an accredited building inspector prior to disturbance.   
 

Lead Based Paint 
Lead-based paint was not evaluated as part of this EA.  Since the building on site was 
reportedly constructed before 1978, lead paint may be expected to be a business issue. 
The possible presence of lead-containing paint is a non-scope issue, as lead-containing 
paint is not included in CERCLA’s definition of hazardous substances and does not 
otherwise present potential CERCLA liability. Due to the age of the building on site, 
suspect lead based paint may be located within the building. Lead based paint 
inspections relating to human exposure are not required in commercial or industrial 
settings. However, OSHA regulates lead as it relates to employee exposure if the 
material is disturbed. The condition of painted surfaces is in fair to good condition. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
 

User Questionnaire 
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ATTACHMENT II 
 
 

Site Maps/Tax Assessment Information 
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ATTACHMENT III 
 
 

Site Photographs 
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North Side of Building 
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West Side of Building 
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East Side of Building 
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South Side of Building 
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Monitoring Wells in Sidewalk 
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Water Meter in Sidewalk 
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ATTACHMENT IV 
 
 

EDR Regulatory Database Report 
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November 17, 2019 
 
Mr. Jeff Siewert 
Senior Project Manager  
Ayres Associates 
8875 Hidden River Parkway 
Tampa, FL 33637-1035   
 
  RE: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 

       Goldstar Foods Site 
         2317 North Nebraska Avenue 

       Tampa, Hillsborough County, FL 33602 
                   
 
Dear Mr. Siewert, 
 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc., (OHC), is pleased to submit this Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment Report for the above referenced property.  The following information 
summarizes our findings. 
 
Executive Summary 
 
OHC was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior Project Manager of Ayres Associates, and acting 
project manager for the City of Tampa’s future right of way construction, to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment of one tax parcel totaling approximately one quarter of an acre. The 
parcel is located on the corner of East Columbus Drive and North Nebraska Avenue. The tax 
parcel PIN ID # is A-18-29-19-51D-00000-00001.0. OHC performed the Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment of the property operating as Goldstar Foods, Inc. (GFI), herein known as the 
property, or site.  The property is currently an active commercial convenience store and gas 
station facility which consists of one building encompassing approximately 1,700 square feet. 
The property is currently owned by O’Henry Foods, Inc. 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Assessment (ESA) is to assess current site conditions 
and render an opinion as to the presence of exterior recognized environmental conditions (REC) 
at the property.  The building’s interior was not accessible, and therefore not inspected. OHC 
performed this Phase I in general conformance with the scope and limitations of the ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  The following findings which are potential REC’s are 
listed below, along with supporting opinions and recommendations:  
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Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8944840 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 597343428. The site is listed as an 
open site, therefore it is an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open discharge 
cleanup status from a discharge reported on 11/30/2010. This means the site has not 
undergone any cleanup activities. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are 
monitoring wells located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the 
proposed right of way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly 
surveyed for location to determine if they are within the right of way. If so, they should 
be closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any accidental release of 
hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. This closure should be coordinated 
with the Hillsborough County EPC Case Manager. The proposed construction involves 
sidewalk and road reconstruction which is expected to impact depths from grade to 
approximately twenty feet below grade surface (bgs). Static groundwater levels are 
approximately 23 to 39 feet bgs. Therefore, if any soil or groundwater contamination 
exists (up to 20 feet below grade) in the vicinity of the ongoing remediation area, it 
would be expected to impact the proposed construction activities.  

Finding 2) The use of PCBs in newly manufactured electrical equipment and oils has 
been banned since 1979. There is one pole mounted transformer present which may 
contain PCB containing dielectric fluid. Therefore, this item is a potential REC. 
However, the pole mounted transformer does not appear to be leaking and is owned by 
the electric power supplier, TECO (TECO pole # 037342). Therefore, if future leakage 
would occur, it would be the responsibility of TECO to perform any related cleanup. The 
transformer does not appear to be within the proposed right of way construction area. 
Based on these assumptions, this finding does not represent a REC. 

Finding 3) At least eight 55-gallon drums of unknown contents were stored to the rear or 
east side of the convenience store building. No significant leakage or staining was 
observed on the asphalt surface. These drums represent a REC. These drums should be 
characterized and properly disposed of by the owner. These drums would not be expected 
to impact the proposed right of way construction. 



November 24, 2019 
Mr. Jeff Siewert – Ayres Associates 

2317 North Nebraska Avenue 
Phase I Environmental Assessment 

                   OHC Project No. 190237-ES 
 

 2 

 

No other REC’s were identified on the exterior of the site. The undersigned declares that he 
meets the definition of Environmental Professional as stated in 40 CFR part 312 and that he has 
conducted the assessment in accordance with same. OHC appreciates the opportunity to be of 
service to you on this project. If you have any further questions, please contact me at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
OHC ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING, INC.  
 

 
Thomas Martinelli 
Environmental Professional 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
OHC was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior Project Manager of Ayres Associates, and acting 
project manager for the City of Tampa’s future right of way construction to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment of one tax parcel totaling approximately one quarter of an acre 
located on the corner of East Columbus Drive and North Nebraska Avenue. The tax parcel PIN 
ID # is A-18-29-19-51D-00000-00001.0. OHC performed the Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment of the property operating as Goldstar Foods, Inc. (GFI), herein known as the 
property, or site.  The property is currently an active commercial convenience store and gas 
station facility which consists of one building encompassing approximately 1,700 square feet. 
The property is currently owned by O’Henry Foods, Inc. 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Assessment (ESA) is to assess current site conditions 
and render an opinion as to the presence of exterior recognized environmental conditions (REC) 
at the property. The building’s interior was not accessible, and therefore not inspected. OHC 
performed this Phase I in general conformance with the scope and limitations of the ASTM 
Practice E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  The following findings which are potential REC’s are 
listed below, along with supporting opinions and recommendations:  

Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8944840 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 597343428. The site is listed as an 
open site, therefore it is an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open discharge 
cleanup status from a discharge reported on 11/30/2010. Tis means the site has not 
undergone any cleanup activities. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are 
monitoring wells located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the 
proposed right of way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly 
surveyed for location to determine if they are within the right of way. If so, they should 
be closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any accidental release of 
hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. This closure should be coordinated 
with the Hillsborough County EPC Case Manager. The proposed construction involves 
sidewalk and road reconstruction which is expected to impact depths from grade to 
approximately twenty feet below grade surface (bgs). Static groundwater levels are 
approximately 23 to 39 feet bgs. Therefore, if any soil or groundwater contamination 
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exists (up to 20 feet below grade) in the vicinity of the future remediation area, it may be 
expected to impact the proposed construction activities.  

Finding 2) The use of PCBs in newly manufactured electrical equipment and oils has 
been banned since 1979. There is one pole mounted transformer present which may 
contain PCB containing dielectric fluid. Therefore, this item is a potential REC. 
However, the pole mounted transformer does not appear to be leaking and is owned by 
the electric power supplier, TECO (TECO pole # 037342). Therefore, if future leakage 
would occur, it would be the responsibility of TECO to perform any related cleanup. The 
transformer does not appear to be within the proposed right of way construction area. 
Based on these assumptions, this finding does not represent a REC.  

Finding 3) At least eight 55-gallon drums of unknown contents were stored to the rear or 
east side of the convenience store building. No significant leakage or staining was 
observed on the asphalt surface. These drums represent a REC. These drums should be 
characterized and properly disposed of by the owner. These drums would not be expected 
to impact the proposed right of way construction. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc. (OHC) was retained by Mr. Jeff Siewert, Senior 
Project Manager of Ayres Associates, and City of Tampa’s construction project manager 
for the future right of way improvements at the site, (“user”), to prepare a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment of the subject property (“site”) in general conformance 
with ASTM Standard E1527-13 and 40 CFR part 312.  This report documents OHC’s 
findings from our Phase I Investigation of the site. The site currently consists of one tax 
parcel which is zoned Commercial TL Class 7. The site is currently an active commercial 
convenience store and gas station type facility. The site is located in a primarily 
commercial/light industrial setting with residential properties nearby.  

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is to determine 
whether there are “recognized environmental conditions” (REC), historical REC’s 
(HREC) or controlled REC’s (CREC) on the property, which may have an impact on the 
future construction along the City of Tampa right of way at the site and liability of the 
user from a governmental or private party.  The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate 
current exterior environmental conditions. Since the purpose of this assessment is to 
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evaluate potential subsurface contamination issues present at the right of way 
construction, access to the interior of the building on site was not granted by the owner. 
This ESA will therefore document current environmental conditions so either party, user 
or owner, will be able to establish their impact to the site, if any. Evidence for recognized 
environmental conditions were sought through environmental and historical records 
searches, interviews, and a site reconnaissance, etc. 

1.2 Project Scope 

This ESA is designed to generally conform to the American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) Practice E 1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process in terms of levels of 
inquiry, standard regulatory record search distances and site reconnaissance 
methodology. The All Appropriate Inquiry document outlined in 40 CFR 312 was also 
referenced in preparing this report. 

The following issues were not evaluated within the scope of this Phase I ESA: 1) 
regulatory compliance or permitting of facility operations, 2) off-site waste disposal 
tracking, 3) integrity of on-site sewage disposal systems, 4) geotechnical/structural 
concerns with underlying soil or fill, 5) wetlands delineation, 6) the potential for 
naturally-occurring elements or their products that exceed applicable regulatory 
standards, 7) radon, 8) underground storage tank testing, 9) electromagnetic fields, 10) 
agricultural practices, 11) the potential for biological hazards and (12) building interior.   

Phase I ESA's do not generally include field or laboratory analyses of building materials, 
air, soil or water samples, which may yield additional information unforeseen in a Phase I 
ESA. OHC completed this study under the regulatory framework known to be in effect as 
of the date of this report; and the investigation, findings and conclusions as set forth are 
predicated upon those laws and regulations. 

1.3 Project Limitations 
According to ASTM Practice E 1527-13, a Phase I ESA is intended to reduce, not 
necessarily eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential environmental conditions in 
connection with the subject property.  The standard states that it recognizes “reasonable 
limits of time and cost” in this process.  Consequently, assessments cannot be judged 
solely on whether they missed some existing contamination, but instead on “the 
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reasonableness of the judgments made at the time and under the circumstances in which 
they were made.” 

This report is based upon the application of scientific principles and professional 
judgment to certain facts with resultant subjective interpretations.  Professional 
judgments expressed herein are based on the facts currently available within the limit or 
scope of work, budget and schedule.  The work described in this report was carried out in 
accordance with the Terms and Conditions in the proposal. An environmental lien and 
activity use limitation search was not performed or requested by the user.  

In preparing this report, OHC may have relied on certain information provided by 
Environmental Data Resources (EDR), federal, state and local officials and other parties 
referenced therein, and on information contained in the files of state agencies, local 
agencies, or both, available to OHC at the time of this site assessment.  Although there 
may have been some degree of overlap in the information provided by these various 
sources, OHC did not attempt to independently verify the accuracy or completeness of all 
the information reviewed or received during the course of this site assessment.  
Observations were made of the site and of the structure exterior, if any, on the site as 
indicated in this report.  While access to portions of the site or to structures on the site 
was unavailable or limited, OHC renders no opinion as to the presence of indirect 
evidence relating to petroleum substance, hazardous substances, or both, in that portion 
of the site and structure.  In addition, OHC renders no opinion as to the presence or 
indirect evidence relating to hazardous material storage or oil, where direct observation 
of the interior/exterior walls, ground surface, floors, ceiling or a structure is obstructed by 
objects or vegetation covering on or over these surfaces. 

As part of this assessment, OHC has submitted a request for an informal file review with 
the Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Commission (EPC) and Fire 
Marshalls offices and the City of Tampa Fire Marshalls office.  Information from these 
inquiries are found in Attachment V. 

1.4 Special Terms and Conditions 
Terms as defined by ASTM E 1527 are used, as appropriate, in this report.  ASTM 
defines recognized environmental conditions as: “the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on or at a property (1) due to a release to 
the environment, (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the environment or (3) 
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under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.   The 
term includes hazardous substances or petroleum products even under conditions in 
compliance with laws.  The term is not intended to include de-minimus conditions that 
generally do not present a material risk of harm to public health or the environment and 
that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the 
attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions determined to be de-minimus 
are not recognized environmental conditions. Within the context of the ASTM standard, 
the “site” is the Goldstar Foods property and the “user” of this report is Mr. Jeff Siewert. 
Representatives from O’Henry’s Foods, Inc, owner of the site, declined to complete the 
User Questionnaire found in Attachment I. OHC would normally rely on information 
from the questionnaire to assist in determining if REC’s were present on site.     

2.0  SITE DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Location and Legal Description 
The subject property, consisting of the aforementioned tax parcel, is described as 
approximately one quarter of an acre of commercially developed property. The site is 
located at 2317 North Nebraska Avenue, Ybor City section of the City of Tampa, 
Hillsborough County, Florida, herein known as the property, or site. The property is 
currently owned by O’Henry’s Foods, Inc. Refer to the tax assessment/site maps in 
Attachment II and site photographs in Attachment III for visual reference. 

2.2 Environmental Setting 
The site is located in a mixed light industrial/commercial/residential setting. According to 
the EDR FEMA Flood Hazard Area Map, the site is not located within a flood plain. 
According to the EDR provided wetland inventory map, no wetland areas are present. 
According to the EDR provided information from the 1994 United States Geological 
Survey, the rock stratigraphic unit at the site is of the Miocene Series of the Tertiary 
system which was formed in the Cenozoic era. Metamorphic rock formation consists of 
limestone. Native soil types of the area are primarily Tavares fine sands that are moderate 
to well drained. The site may consist of urban land. The survey does not identify any 
depressions or sinkholes on the site. The elevation of the site is approximately 41 feet 
above mean sea level. The natural topography of the site generally slopes slightly to the 
south.    
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2.3 General Site and Vicinity Characteristics 

Located within the Ybor City section of the City of Tampa, the surrounding area was 
initially developed in the early 1880’s as primarily industrial or residential in nature.  

Commercial, light industrial, recreational and residences are located in the vicinity. Water 
in the vicinity is provided by municipal sources. The site is serviced by the city sanitary 
sewer system. Municipal waste disposal in the vicinity is contracted.  Electric & 
telephone are available at the street.  The site consists of one rectangular shaped parcel 
consisting of approximately one quarter of an acre.  

The surrounding area was partially developed by at least the early 1850’s. By 1895, 
surrounding properties to the east included residential structures. The immediate 
surrounding area is currently mixed light industrial, commercial and residential.  

2.4 On-site structures/Improvements 

The one quarter acre site is approximately 50% used for exterior storage space including 
sidewalk/road/parking areas, 30% improved with the building and 20% for the gasoline 
dispensing system with canopy. The improved area consists of one building and the 
gasoline dispensing system. The building is described as follows: 

Convenience Store Building 

The convenience store building is a one-story structure constructed in 1964 on concrete 
slab at grade which encompasses approximately 1,700 square feet. The building is 
rectangular in shape and is of concrete block construction with brick or masonry facade. 
The roof is a flat built up or of rubber membrane construction. There is a steel/metal 
canopy covering the gasoline dispensing area.   

2.5 Current Site Usage and Adjoining Properties 
The site is currently an active commercial convenience store and gasoline station facility. 
The adjoining property to the south is East 15th Avenue. Directly south of 15th Avenue is 
a former gas station facility where monitoring wells are present. Further south are 
commercial properties and residences. The adjoining property to the north is East 
Columbus Drive. Further north is are commercial properties and residences. The 
adjoining properties to east are commercial and residential properties. Further east are  
residential properties. The adjoining property to the west is a North Nebraska Avenue. 
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Further west are residences. Surrounding land use is primarily commercial, light 
industrial or residential.      

3.0 RECORDS REVIEW 
3.1 Site History & Ownership 
Information obtained through the Hillsborough County Tax Assessment search indicates 
that the most recent deed activity for the site consists of a Deed issued to O’Henry’s 
Foods in May 1987, (Deed Book 5109, page 1229).  

3.2 Federal and State Environmental Database Search (EDR) 
A search of federal and state records was conducted according to ASTM standards by 
contracting a commercial database service, EDR, in order to identify any property within 
a designated proximity to the site that may pose a risk of contamination of the site.  
Definitions for selected database sites were identified and are described along with each 
identified site in the following sections. See Attachment IV for definitions and the 
Executive Summary of the EDR database report.  

Pertinent Federal ASTM Records 

The site was not listed as any type of site as described in the federal database 
descriptions. The following are designated by the ASTM Standard as search 
databases with the number of sites identified in the search area: 

NPL    US EPA National Priorities List - 0 
CERCLIS/SEMS US EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act Information 
System - 1 

RCRA CORRACTS Facilities Subject to Corrective Action Under the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act -0  

RCRA non-CORRACTS Facilities Not Subject to Corrective Action Under 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act - 0 

RCRA generators Generators Under the Resources Conservation and 
Recovery Act -0 

NRI/ERNS  National Response Incidents – 0 
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Based on proximity and a cursory drive by, none of the federal mapped or unmapped 
sites identified in the EDR report would be expected to impact the subject property or the 
proposed right of way construction. However, any contamination issues present on 
adjacent sites migrating to the site would be the responsibility of the adjacent site owner 
to rectify through the applicable regulatory guidelines.    
 
Florida Records   
No state hazardous waste sites, six solid waste facilities/historic landfill sites, seventeen 
LUST sites and three Brownfields sites were identified by EDR within a designated 
proximity to the site according to ASTM standards. The target property is listed as a 
leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a DWM Contaminated site, a Historic 
Automobile Service site named Ultra Tune Service Station, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8944840 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 59734328. The site is listed as an 
open site, therefore it is an active retail site. The site is listed as having an incomplete 
discharge cleanup status from a discharge reported on 11/30/2010. Based on proximity, a 
cursory drive by and the fact that the EDR reports do not identify non-reported leaking 
tanks, none of these types of state properties or unmapped properties would be expected 
to impact the site.  Based on the involvement of the Hillsborough County EPC, if 
subsurface contamination has migrated to the target property, the current owner should 
have been notified. 

3.3 Local and State Environmental Record Search 
As part of this assessment, OHC has submitted a request for an informal file review with 
the Hillsborough County EPC and Fire Marshalls offices and the City of Tampa Fire 
Marshalls Office.  Information obtained from these requests is as follows:  

- The Hillsborough County EPC office responded back stating that there were no air 
management, wetlands management or water management files associated with the 
subject property. The waste management division did locate files including 
Enforcement Actions, Warning Notices and Tank/Cleanup files which were reviewed 
on 11/22/19. Information obtained from the file review is as follows: 

 

Enforcement File  
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Various Warning Notices of Violations, Consent Orders and general correspondence 
between the owner and the EPC dating from 1998 through 2016 were reviewed. The 
violations included but was not limited to leak detection reporting deficiencies, 
placing product in unregistered tanks, not performing tank tightness testing or tank 
upgrades. Correspondence included EPC notices to perform site characterization 
studies and owner claiming inability to perform the studies due to financial hardship. 
The site is currently in the enforcement stage as no current site characterization study 
has been performed. 

Storage Tank File 

There were five UST’s located on the site at one time. One was removed in 1992 and 
three were removed in 2010. One remains in service. A gasoline discharge 
notification dated 11-30-2010 was present. See the site map outlining the tank 
locations. 

Cleanup File 

The cleanup file contained a storage tank closure assessment which identified the 
three tanks removed in 2010. As part of the closure, soil samples were collected and 
groundwater monitoring wells were installed. Groundwater samples were collected. 
Groundwater was encountered at 23 feet bgs. Soil sample results from this limited 
preliminary assessment indicate soil contamination above the ECP soil cleanup target 
levels at 2 to 22 feet bgs. Groundwater sample results from well MW-1 were found to 
be above the ECP groundwater cleanup target levels (GCTL).  

- The City of Tampa and Hillsborough County Fire Marshalls offices were contacted. 
Hillsborough stated the site was outside of their response jurisdiction. The Tampa 
request was not completed due to time constraints associated with this report. 

File review requests and information is found in Attachment V. 

3.4 Other Environmental Record Sources  
OHC conducted a review of geological maps, land use and zoning maps at the 
Hillsborough County Planning Commission office. The site is zoned commercial TL 
Class 7 and the land use is currently 1422 Convenience Store/Gas Station. The geology is 
as stated in section 2.2. A City Directory Search was performed which identifies business 
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entities which have had phone numbers associated with the site address. The listings for 
2317 North Nebraska Avenue are as follows: 
- 2014 Goldstar Gas 
- 2010 God Star, Inc. & RND Brothers, Inc. 
- 2004 Goldstar Foods Store 
- 1993          Goldstar Foods 
- 1988 Citgo Food Mart 
- 1983 Ultra Tune Auto Repair 
- 1978 V & V Auto Service and Gas Station 
- 1974 Thompsons Auto Service & Gas Station 
- 1969 Thompsons Sinclair Service Station 
- 1955 Leo’s Service Station 
- 1949 Romeo Auto Filling Station 
- 1944 Hermans Service & Filling Station 
- 1939 Fox Service & Filling Station 

See the pertinent City Directory Search information in Attachment V. 

 
3.5 Sanborn Maps 
JMT conducted a Sanborn Fire Insurance Map search through EDR. The search 
conducted revealed that maps produced for the subject area in 1915, 1931, 1950, 1976 & 
1979. The Sanborn search report and maps are found in Attachment VI. The information 
from the maps is as follows: 

The 1915 and 1931 maps reveal the site is not developed. There is commercial, light 
industrial and residential development in surrounding areas. The 1950 map reveals the  
site is developed with a gasoline filling station that has three UST’s on the north side of 
the property. The 1976 and 1979 maps reveal a gasoline filling station facility exists.  

3.6 Topographic Maps 

Historic topographic maps for the years 1944, 1947, 1956, 1969, 1979, 1981, 1995 and 
2012 were obtained and reviewed for the subject area.  The 1944 through 1995 maps 
reveal the site is located in a developed urban setting. The maps produced do not show 
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building structures, only topographic features. No useful data depicting site usage can be 
derived from the maps searched. The map search data is found in Attachment VII.  

3.7 Aerial Photograph Review 
Historic aerial photographs for the years 1938, 1950, 1957, 1965, 1973, 1976, 1980, 
1987, 1991, 1995, 1998, 2007, 2010, and 2017 were obtained and reviewed of the subject 
area. The aerials were at varying scales which have varying levels of resolution. The 
1938 through 1957 aerials reveal that the site is not developed. Interstate 4 does not exist 
to the south. Less residential and commercial development as compared to today exists in 
all directions. The 1965 aerial reveals the site is developed and Interstate 4 exists to the 
south. The remaining aerials indicate the site is developed and significant residential, 
commercial and industrial development has taken place in surrounding areas. The 2017 
aerial depicts the site as it is today. The photos obtained are found in Attachment VIII. 

4.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 
 
On November 13, 2019 OHC Environmental Professional, Mr. Thomas Martinelli, 
performed site reconnaissance at the subject property.   Remarkable observations as a 
result of the reconnaissance are discussed in the following sections of the report. 

4.1 General Site Observations 
The site was observed to have the characteristics outlined in Section 2.3 and 2.4. The site 
was an active office and apartment building at the time of the site reconnaissance. 
Specific items were observed: 

4.1.1 Storage Tanks 
Evidence of aboveground or underground storage tanks, (i.e. vent/fill pipes), were 
observed. Vent and fill pipes were observed that indicate at least one UST exists on the 
site.  

4.1.2 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (“PCBs”) 

The use of PCBs in newly manufactured electrical equipment and oils has been banned 
since 1979. Therefore, this type of equipment (pole mounted transformers, fluorescent 
light ballasts) which were installed at the site near or prior to this date may contain parts 
which may be filled with PCB-contained dielectric fluid.  One pole mounted transformer 
was present on the exterior of the site. The transformer was not labeled as to PCB content  
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and appeared to be relatively new; however, no evidence of leaks or spills were observed. 
According to the pole label (TECO pole # 037342), the transformer is owned by TECO 
Electric Utilities. As likely owner, TECO would be responsible for any leaks or spills 
from their transformers.  

4.2 Exterior Observations 
Exterior areas of the site include exterior storage, concrete/asphalt parking areas, a 
dispensing pump island canopy, concrete sidewalks, etc.  The roof stormwater is either 
conveyed directly to the concrete/asphalt surfaces or via sheet flow from the rooftops. A 
number of groundwater monitoring wells are located on the north, south and west sides of 
the building. These observation wells are associated with the active gasoline tank leak 
detection system and the initial subsurface contamination discharge monitoring from 
former LUST’s on the site. Some of these wells are located within 30 to 40 feet from the 
proposed right of way construction area. At least eight 55-gallon drums of unknown 
contents were observed behind the building. No significant leakage or stained asphalt was 
observed in the drum storage area. 

Indicators Not Observed 
The following indicators of possible recognized environmental conditions under the 
ASTM standard were not observed at the site during the external site reconnaissance:  
stressed vegetation, material storage ponds or lagoons.  
4.3 Interior Observations 
No access to the building interior was granted for this assessment.       
4.4 Non-Scope Observations 

 
4.4.1    Lead-Based Paint 

Lead-based paint was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Exterior painted 
areas were observed to be in good condition. 

4.4.2 Asbestos-Containing Material (ACM) 

ACM was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Exterior suspect asbestos 
containing materials were observed which included roofing materials, masonry 
stucco, caulking, etc. All materials were observed to be in fair to good condition.  
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4.4.3 Radon 
Radon was not physically evaluated as part of this ESA. Since the site is zoned 
commercial class 4, radon would not be expected to be considered a concern.   
 

5.0 INTERVIEW INFORMATION 
 
Mr. Charles Heintz (Hillsborough County EPC Case Manager), was contacted and he stated 
that he was the current Case Manager for the site. He stated that the site does have soil and 
groundwater contamination present. He reported that the site in in the enforcement stage. 
This means the EPC is pursuing legal action to have the owner characterize and cleanup the 
site. The owner is claiming financial hardship and does not have the financial means or 
insurance to perform these tasks. He did not know the vertical or lateral extent of the 
contamination as no current site characterization study has been performed.  

 
Ms. Jeanette Figari (Hillsborough County EPC), was contacted and stated that she is the 
point of contact at the EPC to prepare right to know requests. She prepared the request to the 
air, waste, water and wetland management divisions. She stated that the only requested files 
of interest were in the waste management division office. A file review was scheduled for 11-
22-19. 

Ms. Gabrielle Williams, (City of Tampa Emergency Mgt.), stated that there is now a fifteen 
dollar charge to perform the right to know request. Due to time constraints associated with 
this project, this request was not performed. She did state that the Hillsborough County Fire 
Marshalls office be contacted as well.   

Ms. Miguelina Rodriguez, (Hillsborough County Fire/Rescue), stated that she researched her 
files and found that the City of Tampa Fire Marshalls office responds to the site.  
. 

6.0 FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
OHC Environmental Engineering, Inc. has performed a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment in general conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice 
E1527-13 and 40 CFR 312 of the Goldstar Foods site located in the Ybor City section of 
the City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, FL.  Any exceptions to or deletions from this 
practice are described in Section 7.0, Exceptions/Data Gaps section of this report.  This 
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assessment has revealed evidence of the following potential recognized environmental 
conditions (REC) in connection with the property: 

Finding 1) The site address is listed as a leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, a 
DWM Contaminated site, a Historic Automobile Service site, a Florida UST site and a 
Cleanup site in the EDR Radius Map Report. The Florida DEP facility site ID # is 
8944840 and the Florida DEP Cleanup Site Key # is 597343428. The site is listed as a 
open site, therefore it is an active retail site. The site is listed as having an open discharge 
cleanup status from a discharge reported on 11/30/2010. This means the site has not 
undergone any cleanup activities. Therefore, this discharge represents a REC. There are 
monitoring wells located in the concrete slab and sidewalk at the site which may be in the 
proposed right of way construction. Therefore, these well locations should be properly 
surveyed for location to determine if they are within the right of way. If so, they should 
be closed prior to the construction activities to prevent any accidental release of 
hazardous material contacting the wellhead locations. This closure should be coordinated 
with the Hillsborough County EPC Case Manager, Mr. Charles Heintz.  The proposed 
construction involves sidewalk and road reconstruction which is expected to impact 
depths from grade to approximately twenty feet below grade surface (bgs). Static 
groundwater levels are approximately 23 to 30 feet bgs. Therefore, if any soil or 
groundwater contamination exists (up to 20 feet below grade) in the vicinity of the future 
remediation area, it may be expected to impact the proposed construction activities.  

Finding 2) The use of PCBs in newly manufactured electrical equipment and oils has 
been banned since 1979. There is one pole mounted transformer present which may 
contain PCB containing dielectric fluid. Therefore, this item is a potential REC. 
However, the pole mounted transformer does not appear to be leaking and is owned by 
the electric power supplier, TECO (TECO pole # 037342). Therefore, if future leakage 
would occur, it would be the responsibility of TECO to perform any related cleanup. The 
transformer does not appear to be within the proposed right of way construction area. 
Based on these assumptions, this finding does not represent a REC. 

Finding 3) At least eight 55-gallon drums of unknown contents were stored to the rear or 
east side of the convenience store building. No significant leakage or staining was 
observed on the asphalt surface. These drums represent a REC. These drums should be 
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characterized and properly disposed of by the owner. These drums would not be expected 
to impact the proposed right of way construction. 

7.0 EXCEPTIONS/DATA GAPS  
 

Section Reference 3.1: Explanation 

A complete, thorough 50 year chain of title was not obtained for the site due to the county 
deed records becoming too complex to trace back. Also, the microfilm viewing machine 
was not operating properly at the time of the records search. If a thorough chain of title is 
required, an abstract company should be retained. Also, data gaps are present which 
determine exact site usage of the site for every year dating back to when the site was 
undeveloped.  

Section Reference 4.3: Explanation 

This assessment is limited to exterior observations only as no access was granted to 
observe interior conditions.  

8.0 NON-SCOPE ISSUES 
Radon 

The EPA has established 4 picocuries per liter (“pCi/L”) of radon gas in indoor air as 
a guidance level for residences. Accumulations above 4 pCi/L are considered to 
represent a health risk to occupants. Hillsborough County is known to lie within an 
area that has elevated radon levels.  The EDR Report has identified 50% of the 
structures tested in the basements of Hillsborough County residences are above the 
guidance level. None of the structures tested within the 33602 zip code area were 
above the EPA level. Actual radon concentration can only be determined by actual 
on-site measurement. Radon was not evaluated as part of this EA.  The possible 
presence of naturally occurring radon is a non-scope issue, as it is not included in 
CERCLA’s definition of hazardous substances and does not otherwise present 
potential CERCLA liability.   

Asbestos 

The issue of asbestos is outside the scope of the Phase I ESA standard practice. 
Effective October 11, 1994, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(“OSHA”) expanded the scope of its general industry standard for asbestos, 29 CFR 
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1910.1001.  The standard requiring asbestos building surveys now applies to virtually 
all buildings constructed before 1980 and brings OSHA’ enforcement power to an 
issue which was previously regulated by the EPA’s National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous air Pollutants (“NESHAPS”). Since the building on site was constructed 
around 1964, suspect asbestos materials may be expected to be a business risk. 
Suspect materials may include but not be limited to drywall ceilings and walls, 
suspended ceiling tiles, thermal system insulation, roofing materials, etc. If 
renovation or demolition of the site building is planned, the areas or building involved 
should be inspected by an accredited building inspector prior to disturbance.   
 

Lead Based Paint 
Lead-based paint was not evaluated as part of this EA.  Since the building on site was 
reportedly constructed before 1978, lead paint may be expected to be a business issue. 
The possible presence of lead-containing paint is a non-scope issue, as lead-containing 
paint is not included in CERCLA’s definition of hazardous substances and does not 
otherwise present potential CERCLA liability. Due to the age of the building on site, 
suspect lead based paint may be located within the building. Lead based paint 
inspections relating to human exposure are not required in commercial or industrial 
settings. However, OSHA regulates lead as it relates to employee exposure if the 
material is disturbed. The condition of painted surfaces is in fair to good condition. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
 

User Questionnaire 
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ATTACHMENT II 
 
 

Site Maps/Tax Assessment Information 
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ATTACHMENT III 
 
 

Site Photographs 
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West Side of Building 
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South Side of Building 
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East Side of Building 
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North Side of Building 
 



November 24, 2019 
Mr. Jeff Siewert – Ayres Associates 

2317 North Nebraska Avenue 
Phase I Environmental Assessment 

                   OHC Project No. 190237-ES 
 

 

32 

 
 

Monitoring Well 
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Pole Mounted Transformer 
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Exterior Drum Storage 
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ATTACHMENT IV 
 
 

EDR Regulatory Database Report 
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ATTACHMENT V 
 
 

Local/State Search Information 
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ATTACHMENT VI 
 
 

Sanborn Map Report 
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