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BARRIO LATINO COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER -  Chair John Thompson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave 
instructions to petitioners regarding procedures at the Public Hearing. 

 
SILENT ROLL CALL -  Ron Vila completed the roll call. 
Commissioners Present: Jose Gelats, Levy Nguyen, Eric Schiller, and John Thompson 
Commissioners Arriving   
After Roll Call: Liz Welch 
Commissioners Absent: Alex Andreakos 
Staff Present:  Dennis Fernandez, Ron Vila, and Beverly Jewesak 
Legal Present:  Cate Wells & Camaria Pettis-Mackle 
 
INTRODUCTIONS –  Chair John Thompson introduced himself. Commissioners present introduced 

themselves. 
 
READING OF THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 28, 2020 – Chair John Thompson asked if there were any 
corrections or additions to the stated minutes.  Being that there were no comments, the minutes  
stand as read by unanimous consent. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dennis Fernandez, Architectural Review & Historic Preservation Manager 
1) Welcome Commissioners.  I have the staff approvals for January to enter into the record. 
2) Ybor City Museum Society is holding its annual Buildings Alive! Ybor City Architectural HOP event on 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 from 5:00-9:30 p.m., this is a great opportunity to showcase some of our 
historic buildings in the Ybor City area. This year there will be tours of historic sites such as the 
Centro Asturiano, the Cuban Club, the Italian Club, Design Styles Architectural Building, the Lions Eye 
Institute and the German American Club with a preview of planned renovations. A wonderful 
opportunity to get out and see some of the beautiful architecture in Ybor City. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS /EXPARTE COMMUNICATIONS – Cate Wells 
Commissioner Thompson disclosed a conflict of interest with case BLC 20-47 and recused himself from 
hearing this case. A signed Form 8B will be included with the archived minutes. 
 
CONTINUATIONS – Ron Vila 
None submitted. 

MEETING DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
9:00 AM  
City Council Chambers, 315 East Kennedy Boulevard, 3rd Floor 
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SWEAR-IN – Beverly Jewesak swore in all owners, applicants, staff, interested parties, and witnesses in 
the City Council Chambers. 

Second:  Cate Well 
ITEMS TO BE REVIEWED: 
 
BLC 20-43  
TA/CPA 19-18C OWNER:  City of Tampa 
   AGENT:  Danny Collins 

   DISTRICT: Ybor City 
   LOCATION: 1800 E. 8th Avenue 

REQUEST: Recommendation:  Comprehensive Plan Amendment R-50 to R/0S 
   PURPOSE: Centennial Park 

 
Commissioner Welch arrived to the Public Hearing. 
 
Public comment:  No one came forward. 

 
Motion:  Levy Nguyen  Second: Jose Gelats 

 
Move to recommend City Council approve BLC 20-43 TA/CPA 19-18C for a land use change of the 
property located at 1800 E. 8th Avenue for the proposed rezoning from R-50 to R/0S, for the reasons 
that this land use change preserves the historical integrity and appearance of Ybor City and it is in 
accordance with the design standards we oversee. 

 
The motion was approved with a vote of 3-2-0, with Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner 
Schiller voting against. 

 
 BLC 20-46 OWNER:  Central Fla. Lions Eye & Tissue Bank, Inc. 
   AGENT:  Jackson Smigiel 
   DISTRICT: Ybor City 
   LOCATION: 1410 N. 21st Street 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - Exterior Renovation 
                                                                                                   Site Improvements 

   PURPOSE: Commercial 
 
Public comment: No one came forward. 

 
Motion:  Jose Gelats Second: Levy Nguyen 

 
Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this 
Public Hearing in BLC 20-46, for the property located at 1410 N. 21st Street, because, based upon the 
finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design Guidelines” of the City of 
Tampa with the following conditions to be approved by staff: 

 Final color and finishes selections; 

 Details of the shutters; 
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 Explore a reduction in size of the rear canopy; 

 Final design of the courtyard area and entrance off 21st Street, with preference of rescaling to 
the more historically accurate curb fencing with a simpler pallet of concrete and no decorative 
use of tile on the vertical surfaces of the stairs; 

 Parapet reconstruction; 

 The deviation to the sidewalk on the 21st Street side is not part of this application. 
   

 The motion was approved with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 
Commissioner Thompson left the dais and the Public Hearing. Vice Chair Levy Nguyen took over the 
Public Hearing. 

 
BLC 20-47  OWNER:  Seneca Ventrues LLC 

   AGENT:  Kim Headland 
   DISTRICT: Ybor City 
   LOCATION: 1619 E. 8th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Addition of  
                                                                                     Roof Access, Exterior Renovations 

   PURPOSE: Commercial 
 
An additional swear in was done by Beverly Jewesak. 
 
Public comment: No one came forward. 
 

Motion:  Jose Gelats   Second: Eric Schiller 
 
Move to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at this 
Public Hearing in BLC 20-47, for the property located at 1619 E. 8th Avenue, with the following 
conditions to be approved by staff: 

 Applicant continue to work with appropriate City departments on code compliance of 
modifications to the front sidewalk; 

 Final scoring of the sidewalk; 

 Any further development of the rooftop; 

 Revisit the sloping of the canopies. 
Because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design 
Guidelines” of the City of Tampa for the following reasons that the additions and improvements meet 
all the criteria. 
 

The motion was approved with a vote of 4-0-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None Submitted. 
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ADJOURNMENT – Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVED: _____________________________________  ___________________ 
         John Thompson, Chair      Dated 
 
K:BLC\Minutes\2020\02.25.2020 


