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BARRIO LATINO COMMISSION 

SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER -  Chair John Thompson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave instructions to 

petitioners regarding procedures at the Public Hearing. 

 

SILENT ROLL CALL -  Ron Vila completed the roll call. 

Commissioners Present: Jose Gelats, Levy Nguyen, Eric Schiller and John Thompson 

Commissioners Arriving   

After Roll Call:  

Commissioners Absent:  

Staff Present:  Dennis Fernandez and Ron Vila 

Legal Present:  Rebecca Kert 
 

INTRODUCTIONS –  Chair John Thompson introduced himself. Commissioners present introduced themselves. 

 

READING OF THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 27, 2019 – Chair John Thompson asked if there were any corrections or 

additions to the stated minutes.  Being that there were no comments, the minutes stand as read by unanimous consent. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Dennis Fernandez, Historic Preservation Manager 

1) Welcome Commissioners.  

2) This hearing was rescheduled from the September 24, 2019, hearing when we were unable to secure a quorum. Our 

regular hearing for October 22, 2019, will still be held. 

3) Providing a list of September BLC administrative approvals to be entered into the record. 

 

CONTINUATIONS – Ron Vila, Historic Preservation Specialist 

 BLC T19-04 – 2105 N. Nebraska Avenue – Requested by agent to continue to the Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 

Public hearing.  

 BLC 19-123 – 2601 E. 12
th

 Avenue - Requested by agent to continue to the Tuesday, October 22, 2019, Public 

hearing. 

Second:  Cate Wells 

Motion:  Levy Nguyen  Second:  Eric Schiller 
 

Move to grant a Continuance for cases BLC T19-04, for the property located at 2105 N. Nebraska Avenue and BLC 19-

123, for the property located at 2601 E. 12th Avenue to the October 22, 2019, Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The motion was approved with a vote of 4-0-0. 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS /EXPARTE COMMUNICATIONS – Dennis Fernandez 

None submitted. 

 

SWEAR-IN – Sandy Marshall swore in all owners, applicants, staff, interested parties, and witnesses in the City Council 

Chamber. 

 
 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 

9:00 AM  

City Council Chambers, 315 East Kennedy Boulevard, 3
rd

 Floor 



2 

ITEMS TO BE REVIEWED: 

 

BLC T19-04  OWNER:  German American Tampa Holdings LLC 

   AGENT:  Stephanie Ferrell 

   DISTRICT: Ybor City 

   LOCATION: 2105 N. Nebraska Avenue 

REQUEST: Ad Valorem Historic Tax Exemption:  Part I/Pre-Construction  

   PURPOSE: Commercial 

   Agent requested to continue to October 22, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. 

 

BLC 19-97  OWNER:  Sight RE Holdings LLC 

   AGENT:  Luis Lara 

   DISTRICT: Ybor City 

   LOCATION: 2309 E. 3rd Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Mix-Use Building 

                                                                                    Site Improvements 

   PURPOSE: Commercial 

 

Motion:  Jose Gelats  Second:  Levy Nguyen 
 

Move to grant a Preliminary Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the drawings and documents presented at 

this Public Hearing in BLC 19-97 for the property located at 2309 E. 3rd Avenue, with the following conditions: 

 Applicant consider options for the notch on front elevation 

 Explore use of brick on the project as discussed at public hearing 

 Present whether or not the staircase will be covered 

 Consider moving the compressors away from the front entrance 

 

because, based upon the finding of fact, the proposed project is consistent with the “Ybor City Design Guidelines” of the City 

of Tampa. 

The motion was approved with a vote of 4-0-0. 

 

BLC 19-123  OWNER:  Derrick Stephenson 

   AGENT:  Erica Savoy 

   DISTRICT: Ybor City 

   LOCATION: 2601 E. 12th Avenue 

REQUEST: Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Addition  

                                                                                                   Site Improvements 

   PURPOSE: Commercial 
   Agent requested to continue to October 22, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. 

 

BLC 19-146  OWNER:  James & Andrew Levine & Nick Capitano Inc. 

   AGENT:  Fadi Garcia 

   DISTRICT: Ybor City 

   LOCATION: 1402 N. 19th Street & 1806 E. 3rd Avenue 

REQUEST: Variance - 1.  Reduction of required parking spaces from 47 spaces to 17 spaces. 

 2. Vehicular buffer reduction from 5 feet to 4 feet along the north 

property line. 

Certificate of Appropriateness - New Construction:  Apartment Building, Exterior, 

Renovations on Existing Structure, Site 

Improvements 

   PURPOSE: Commercial 

 

Commissioner Nguyen motioned to reopen the Public Hearing to allow the applicant to rebut comments from the 

Commission. Commissioner Schiller seconded. Motion approved by a vote of 4-0-0. 
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Motion:  Eric Schiller  Second:  
 

Move that the variance request for case BLC 19-146 located at 1402 N. 19th Street & 1806 E. 3rd Avenue as depicted on 

the site plan presented at the Public Hearing for a reduction of required parking spaces from 47 spaces to 17 spaces, be 

granted based upon the petitioner meeting the burden of proof with regard to the six hardship criteria set forth in Chapter 27, 

Section 27-96 (d) of the City of Tampa Code of Ordinances for granting variances as stated and the evidence provided in this 

Public Hearing. 

 

The motion failed to receive a second.  

 

Motion:  Levy Nguyen  Second:  Eric Schiller 
 

Move that the variance request for case BLC 19-146 located at 1402 N. 19th Street & 1806 E. 3rd Avenue as depicted on 

the site plan presented at the Public Hearing for a reduction of required parking spaces from 47 spaces to 17 spaces be denied 

based upon the petitioner not meeting the burden of proof with regard to the six hardship criteria set forth in Chapter 27, 

Section 27-96 (d) of the City of Tampa Code of Ordinances for granting variances as stated and the evidence provided in this 

Public Hearing. 

 

The motion was approved with a vote of 3-1-0, with Commissioner Thompson voting against.  

 

Motion:  Eric Schiller  Second: Jose Gelats 
 

Move that the variance request for case BLC 19-146 located at 1402 N. 19th Street & 1806 E. 3rd Avenue as depicted on 

the site plan presented at the Public Hearing for a vehicular buffer reduction from 5 feet to 4 feet along the north property 

line, be granted based upon the petitioner meeting the burden of proof with regard to the six hardship criteria set forth in 

Chapter 27, Section 27-96 (d) of the City of Tampa Code of Ordinances for granting variances as stated and the evidence 

provided in this Public Hearing. 

 

The motion failed with a tie vote of 2-2-0, resulting in a continuance to the next regularly scheduled 

public hearing date of Tuesday, October 22, 2019. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None Submitted. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

MINUTES APPROVED: _____________________________________  ___________________ 

         Chair      Dated 
 

 
 

K:BLC\Minutes\2018\10.08.19 


