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VARIANCE REVIEW BOARD 
MINUTES 
City Hall 

315 E. Kennedy Blvd, Third Floor 
December 14, 2010 

  
 
 
I. SILENT ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present: Antonio Amadeo, Chair; Lucinda Utter; Steve LaBour, Randy Barron, 
Sue Lyon, Gennaro DiNola 
 
Staff Present: Ernest Muller, Assistant City Attorney; Jonathan Scott, Transportation 
Planning Division; Mary Danielewicz-Bryson, Land Development Coordination; Eric Cotton, 
Land Development Coordination 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR  November 9, 2010 Public Hearing 
 

Mr. LaBour moved to approve the minutes 
 
III. OLD BUSINESS: Continuances and Missed Notices 
 

A. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS             
 

B. TREE & LANDSCAPE / TRANSPORTATION / SIGN VARIANCES 
 

C. GENERAL VARIANCES 
 

APPLICATION:  VRB10-61 
APPLICANT:  Michael & Kelly Malatin  
AGENT:   Linda Pearson    
LOCATION: 917/921 Golf View Street   
REQUEST: To increase the height of a single family home from 35’ to 

40’  
PURPOSE: To construct a masonry and wrought iron fence and new 

single family residence.  
NEIGHBORHOOD: Golf View Civic & Garden 

  This case was withdrawn by the applicant. The Board acknowledged the   
  withdrawal of the application. 
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IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. TREE & LANDSCAPE / TRANSPORTATION / SIGN VARIANCES 
 

APPLICATION:  VRB11-03  
APPLICANT:  Outdoor America Images, Incorporated 
AGENT:   Todd Pressman    
LOCATION:  4545 West Hillsborough Avenue 
REQUEST: To increase the height of a sign from 20’ to 28’ and to 

increase the square footage of a sign from 50 square feet to 
100 to square feet  

PURPOSE:  To place an electronic messaging center on an   
    existing sign 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Drew Park 
 
Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Mr. Pressman, representing the applicant, presented his case, explaining the need 
for the variance.  He indicated that the sign itself is not increasing in height or 
square footage, but that the variance is needed to bring the sign into 
conformance so that an electronic messaging center can be placed in the spot 
currently occupied by a manual messaging center. 
 
Mr. Pressman indicated that hardship was visibility and the traffic flow along east 
bound Hillsborough. 
 
The Board asked the applicant questions about traffic flow, hours of operation and 
how the electronic sign will increase visibility.  The Board also asked for clarification 
from staff about City Council actions (referenced by the applicant) and the sign 
code. 
 
After the public hearing was closed and Board discussion, Mr. Baron moved to 
deny the request, citing the lack of hardship and was seconded by Mr. LaBour.  
The motion passed 6-0. 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-05   
APPLICANT:  Dr William Assad 
AGENT:   Thomas Graham 
LOCATION:  601 South Armenia Avenue  
REQUEST: To reduce the number of parking spaces from 27 to 22  
PURPOSE:  To construct a commercial addition 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Courier City/Oscawana 
The applicant has requested a continuance to the January 11, 2011, public 
hearing because of an expansion of the property in question. A motion was made 
by Mr. LaBour and seconded by Mr. Baron  to continue the case. The motion 
passed 6-0. 

 
  APPLICATION:  VRB11-10 
  APPLICANT:  Brian Check, BECK Group 
  AGENT:   Evan Johnson 
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  LOCATION:  211 South Florida Avenue 
  REQUEST:  Remove 100 percent of trees on existing lot, as the   

    location of the trees is denying reasonable use of   
    the property 

  PURPOSE:  To construct an 86000 square foot medical facility 
  NEIGHBORHOOD: Tampa Downtown Partnership 
 

Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Michael English of Wilson Miller – Stentac introduced Evan Johnson.  Mr. Johnson, 
representing the applicant, presented his case, explaining the need for the 
variance, showing exhibits illustrating the constraints of the site, the plan for 
development, the location of the existing trees, and  the contamination plumes on 
the site.  Mr. Johnson also showed the proposed site plan, explaining how the 
contamination was going to be removed or capped and how the new trees were 
going to be planted.   
 
Bob McDonaugh, CRA Manager for the downtown area, speaking on behalf the 
Administration, expressed support for the project, explaining the economic 
development impacts on the site.   
 
Hilary Black, counsel for USF, and Lea Deltosta, Wilson Miller – Stentac, answer 
Board questions regarding trees, mitigation and use. 
 
After Board discussion, Mr. Baron moved to approve and was seconded by Mr. 
LaBour.  The motion passed 6-0. 

 
 

APPLICATION:  VRB11-12 
APPLICANT:  Brian Hebert 
LOCATION:  2718 North 40th Street 
REQUEST:  To increase the square footage of a wall sign from  
   150 square feet to 400 square feet 

  PURPOSE:  To keep an existing wall sign 
  NEIGHBORHOOD: East Tampa Business and Civic 

 The applicant missed notice and has been moved to the January 11, 2011 public 
hearing.  The Board acknowledged the missed notice. 

 
 B. GENERAL VARIANCES 

 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-02  
APPLICANT:  James Carr and Erin Atkinson 
LOCATION:  203 West Knollwood Street 
REQUEST: To reduce the front yard setback from the required average 

of 25’ 5” to 18’ 4”, with the allowed encroachment of the 
eaves and gutters 

PURPOSE:  To construct a single family home 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Old Seminole Heights 
 
Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
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Mr. Carr presented his case, explaining the need for the variance, explaining the 
need for a two car garage, the desire to keep the existing tree and the overall 
design of the project.  Mr. LaBour questioned the need for a variance, given the 
empty lot.   
 
After Board discussion, Mr. Baron moved to approve the request, with the 
conditions that the porch be limited to 8’ x 16’ and that it never be enclosed.  Mr. 
DiNola seconded the motion, which passed 5-1.  Mr. LaBour voted nay. 
 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-04  
APPLICANT:  Elliott Wheeler 
LOCATION:  3226 North Rome Avenue 
REQUEST: To reduce the rear yard setback from 15’ to 5’, with the 

allowed encroachment of the eaves and gutters 
PURPOSE:  To construct a new residential addition  
NEIGHBORHOOD: Old West Tampa 
 
Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Mr. Wheeler presented his case, explaining the need for the variance.  He 
explained the layout of the house and the flow of the property.  The front yard 
setback is based on the front yard average and they are trying to hold to that.  
The rear load garage is off the alley.   
 
Jonathan Scott reviewed the objection from Transportation.  The Board then asked 
for clarification as to what was within its power to vary.  Mr. Muller replied that they 
had the ability to vary dimensions, but not site obstructions.  He indicated that he 
would like to time to review.   
 
After Board discussion, Mr. Wheeler asked for a continuance in order to work out 
the issues with Transportation.  Mr. Baron moved to continue the case to the 
January 2011 public hearing and was seconded by Mr. LaBour. The motion passed 
6-0. 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-06   
APPLICANT:  Yougui Wu  
LOCATION:  16005 Burnham Way 
REQUEST: To reduce the rear and side yard setbacks from 5’ to 1’  
PURPOSE:  To construct a pool enclosure 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Tampa Palms  
The applicant missed notice and has been moved to the January 11, 2011 public 

 hearing. The Board acknowledged the missed notice. 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-07   
APPLICANT:  Melissa Daley 
AGENT:   Stephen Michelini 
LOCATION:  2401 South Hale Avenue  
REQUEST: To reduce the corner yard setback from 15’ to 5’, with the 

allowed encroachment of the eaves and gutters  
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PURPOSE:  To construct a residential dwelling  
NEIGHBORHOOD: Palma Ceia West 
The applicant is requesting a continuance to the February 8, 2011 public hearing 

 in order to amend his notice. 
 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-08   
APPLICANT:  Ronald and Shannon Christaldi  
AGENT:   C Graham Carothers, Esquire  
LOCATION:  3321 West Carrington Street  
REQUEST: To reduce the rear yard setback from 20’ to 5’ and the side 

yard setback from 7’ to 5’, with the allowed encroachment 
of the eaves and gutters  

PURPOSE:  To construct a residential addition 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Bayshore Beautiful 
 
Ms. Lyon, indicating that she was within the notice radius, recused herself from 
consideration of the case.  Mr. Carothers indicated that he was comfortable at 
moving forward with the case with only five members.  
 
Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Mr. Carothers, representing the applicant, presented his case, explaining the need 
for the variance, which was resulting from an addition on the house connecting to 
the accessory structure.  Mr. Carothers indicated that there was going to be a 
second story added on the existing garage.  The addition was planned that way 
in order to protect the oak tree. 
 
Steven Horowitz spoke in favor of the request.  
 
Mr. Baron moved to approve and was seconded by Mr. LaBour.  The motion 
passed 5-0, with Ms. Lyon not voting. 
 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-09  
APPLICANT:  Thayer and Tready Smith 
AGENT:   Linda Pearson, AICP 
LOCATION:  2808 West Parkland Boulevard 

  REQUEST:  To reduce the rear yard from 20’ to 5’ and the side yard  
     setback from 7’ to 2’6” 
  PURPOSE:  To construct a residential addition (increase the square  
     footage of an accessory structure) 
  NEIGHBORHOOD: Parkland Estates 
 
 

Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Craig Jones, representing the applicant, presented his case, explaining the need 
for the variance.  He explained the size of the lot relative to the square footage of 
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the accessory structure.  Mr. Jones explained the purpose of placing the 
accessory structure in the rear and side in order to maintain an open yard. 
 
Tready Smith spoke in favor of the variance, explaining her family’s history in 
Parkland Estates.  
 
Mr. LaBour questioned the hardship on the property, given the size of the lot. 
 
Mr. Baron moved to approve, but the motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Mr. LaBour moved to deny, but withdrew motion and then moved to reopen the 
hearing and was seconded by Mr. Baron. The motion to reopen the hearing was 
approved.   
 
Mr. Jones stated that he could address the practical difficulty logical location or 
you would bisect yard.  Randy Barron agrees but listening at other board members 
may want to ask continuance suggest to meet with clients redesign to lose 4’ and 
show why you can’t do it support for rear yard setback. 
 
Mr. Jones stated that we are being penalized for having a larger lot and stated 
that they will agree to a continuance in order to consider the Board’s comments. 
 
Mr. LaBour moved to continue the base to the January public hearing, asking to 
waive the rules on the number of cases.  Mr. Baron Seconded the motion, which 
passed 6-0.  

 
APPLICATION:  VRB11-11  
APPLICANT:  John Jennings 
AGENT:   Zachary Pease (Ultra Custom Pool Design) 
LOCATION:  1405 West Horatio Street 

  REQUEST:  To increase the height of a fence from 3’ to 6’ and to  
     reduce the front yard setback for an accessory structure  
     (spa/fountain) from 60’ to 8’10” 
  PURPOSE:  To construct a courtyard with fountain 
  NEIGHBORHOOD: Hyde Park North 
    

Staff presented the case and explained the variance, showing an aerial of the 
area and photographs of the property. 
 
Mr. Pease, representing the applicant, presented his case, explaining the need for 
the variance and the desire to have a courtyard with a spa.   
 
After Board discussion, Mr. DiNola moved to approve and was seconded by Mr. 
Baron.  The motion passed 5-1, with Mr. LaBour voting nay. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:11 PM. 
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