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IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND SECTION 286.26, 
FLORIDA STATUTES, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AT LEAST FORTY-
EIGHT (48) HOURS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF THE MEETING. 

 
IF YOU DECIDE TO APPEAL A DECISION OF THE VARIANCE REVIEW BOARD, YOU WILL NEED TO 
APPLY TO THE CITY OF TAMPA CITY CLERK’S OFFICE NO LATER THAN TEN BUSINESS DAY’S AFTER 
THE ORAL DECISION IS MADE.   
 

April 8, 2014 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL   
 
In attendance were: Chair Randy Baron, Alyson Utter, Gary Brown, Richard Peterika, Antonio Amadeo, Dr. 
Susan Long, and Joseph Citro. 
 
Staff in attendance were Ernest Mueller, Legal Department; Eric Cotton and Karencia Ciagala from Land 
Development Coordination, and Jonathan Scott, Transportation Planning Engineer.   
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES for  March 11, 2014, Public Hearing 

 
Dr, Susan Long made motion to approve, seconded by Gary Brown. 
 

III. EXPARTE COMMUNICATION – NONE 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 APPLICATION:  VRB14-26   
 APPLICANT:  Stephen Michilini for Tobin Green 
 LOCATION:  400 South Orleans Avenue  

REQUEST: To reduce the front yard from 25’ to 7’, the side yard from 7’ to 4’ and the rear 
yard from 15’ to 4’, with the allowed encroachment of the eaves and gutters, 
and the reduction in the entrance to a garage from 10’ to 7’ (Section 27-156) 

PURPOSE:  To construct a single family home 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Hyde Park North/Historic Hyde Park  
              

Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
the site plan.   
 
Applicant Stephen Michilini for Tobin Green, explained the property is a legal nonconforming lot, and 
that proposed construction is consistent with adjacent property lines.   He explained that Land 
Development Coordination Manager, Gloria Moreda agreed hardship was not self-created. 
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Richard Peterika asked for clarification as to the front being defined by a front porch, and Mr. Michilini 
responded that the entryway would have concrete planters giving the appearance of a porch. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Sergio Mordeni, stated he had a Masters in Historic Preservation, and spoke about other nationally 
registered homes in this area that had previously been demolished.  He opposed this construction, 
and stated he thought that the porch should be constructed on the front, and that there weren’t any 
hardships proven, and that the structure would a safety hazard. 
 
Travis Bittner, of 403 South Oregon Avenue stated he walks his dog past this vacant lot property and 
was in favor of this project, as he felt it would add to the community property values. 
 
Larry Weaver, stated he lives nearby Azeele and Willow, and is in favor of this project and hopes it 
would be approved. 
 
Billie Harden, who resides across the street, stated she was happy to see property being developed.  
She did however have three concerns: The site plan did not provide elevations, New Orleans is a 
narrow street and there should be adequate off-street parking, and parking should be in the 
driveway, not the street. 
 
Marlin Matthews, stated his home is over 100 years old, and is the yellow home shown in the photos 
presented during the meeting, and that he is 100% in support of approving this project. 
 
Mr. Michilini clarified that applicants are not responsible for any pre-demolished homes on any lots, 
and that this structure would have a two car garage, a two story in the front, and a single story in rear 
due to the height of an Oak Tree.   
 
Board Discussion: 
 
Joseph Citro asked if the Transportation Department had any concerns.  Jonathan Scott, 
Transporation Planning Engineer, stated that the two required parking spaces needed to be in garage 
or on property and not on the right-of-way. 
 
Gary Brown asked for clarification of property line in relation to the face of the garage, and was told 
setback was not an issue.  Applicant Tobin Green referred to site plan, explaining dimensions and that 
the additional space at the back of the garage would be used for laundry and A/C space. 
 
Richard Peterika asked Eric Cotton where the front of this property was located.  Eric Cotton explained 
that the narrowest portion of the lot is considered the front, making Azeele the front of this property. 
 
Chair Randy Baron asked if request for variance was properly noticed.  Eric Cotton and Stephen 
Michilini agreed that it was, and that building was relocated to save a tree.  Board discussion closed. 
 
Antonio Amadeo entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Seconded byJoseph Citro. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPLICATION:  VRB14-29   (Asked for Continuance) 
APPLICANT:  Carlos Gomez 
AGENT:   Thomas Hills 
LOCATION:  2312 West Morrison Avenue 
REQUEST:  To reduce the front yard from 25’ to 10’ and the rear yard from 15’ to 10’ with 
                                       The allowed encroachment of the eaves and gutters (Section 27-156) 



 
 

PURPOSE:  To construct a new residence 
NEIGHBORHOOD: New Suburb Beautiful/Parkland/Tampa Heights/Historic Hyde Park 

 
 Staff introduced the case, and explained that applicant would like a continuance.   
 

Joseph Citro entered a motion to approve the applicants request, with a continuance granted for the 
June 10th Meeting, as the May 13th Meeting has 12 requests scheduled.   Seconded by Dr. Susan Long. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

             APPLICATION:  VRB14-31 
 APPLICANT:  Jesuit High School 
 AGENT:   Chris Lucas 
 LOCATION:  North Himes Avenue 
 REQUEST:  To increase the height of a fence from 6’ to 9’ (Section 27-290) and increase  

The square footage of a sign from 80 square feet to 244 square feet (Section 27-
289.12) 

 PURPOSE:  To erect a new fence and signs   
 NEIGHBORHOOD: None 
 
 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan.   
 

Applicant Burt Thomas,(representative for the owners), explained the reasons for the additional height 
and signage, and the hardship is not caused by actions of applicant, but is for a practical reason, for 
shedding of water promoting long term durability.  Construction would not affect visibility of adjacent 
properties, and materials would enhance the area and increase property values. 

 
 Public comments:   None 
  

Antonio Amadeo entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Board discussion  led to 
amending proposed motion by Richard Peterika, who after discussion, withdrew his Motion as to 
whether or not to amend motion on the floor with a restriction as to height.  Original Motion was 
seconded by Gary Brown.  Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 
             APPLICATION:  VRB14-32  Missed Notice 
 APPLICANT:  Russell Falor and Linc Benkert 
 AGENT:   Wilson D. Ayala, III 
 LOCATION:  5614 North River Shore Drive 
 REQUEST:  To reduce the side yard from 7’ to 3.2’ and the front yard from 20” to 17.1”, with  
    The allowed encroachment of the eaves and gutters (Section 27-156) 
 PURPOSE:  To create a conforming lot (splitting of two lots) 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Old Seminole Heights/Riverbend Civic 
 

 
Staff introduced the case, and stated that client missed notice.  Eric Cotton stated that Applicants 
need to re-notice and that if they properly notice, they are scheduled to return for the May 13th 
meeting. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 APPLICATION:  VRB14-33 
 APPLICANT:  Leslie Van Trump 
 LOCATION:  4916 West Melrose Avenue North 
             REQUEST: To reduce the corner yard from 15’ to 7’ with the allowed encroachment of the           

eaves and gutters, (Section 27-156)   
 PURPOSE:  To construct a residential addition 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Culbreath Isles/Sunset Park/Stoney Point 
 
 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan. 
  

Wayne Allen, representing the applicant, explained that property owners are preparing for retirement 
years and just want to make sure they have the necessary accomadations to have enough space, 
that should they become physically challenged that they would have enough room.   

 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Antonio Amadeo entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Seconded by Dr. Susan Long. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote.    

 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 APPLICATION:  VRB14-34 
 APPLICANT:  Vince and Mary Jo Pennino 
 LOCATION:  1122 Dunbar Avenue 
 REQUEST:  To Reduce north side yard from 7’ to 3’, with the allowed encroachment of the 
                                                    Eaves and gutters (Section 27-156) 
 PURPOSE:  To construct a residential addition 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Cullbreath Bayou/Culbreath Heights/Sunset Park 
             
 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan. 
 

Applicant Vince & Mary Jo Pennino explained that they have resided in this home for 17 years and 
want to close off back entrance on Manhattan  due to limited visibility, construct addition and create 
a turning radius into the garage.   
 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Gary Brown entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Seconded by Dr. Susan Long. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote.    

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 APPLICATION:  VRB14-35 
 APPLICANT:  Barbara Rollins 
 AGENT:   Greg Rollins 
 LOCATION:  4425 West Montgomery Avenue 
 REQUEST:  To reduce front yard from 25’ to 5’, with the allowed encroachment of the 
                                                    Eaves and gutters (Section 27-156) 
 PURPOSE:  For the construction of a carport 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Gandy/Sunbay South 
  



 
 

 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan. 
 

Applicant Greg Rollins, (on behalf of his mother) explained that the request is for safety reasons for his 
mother to be able to safely enter and exit her vehicle in a covered area.  Applicant stated they do 
not wish to enclose the carport, and it will be attached to the home, like similar ones in the area.   
 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Board Discussion: 
 
Gary Brown asked for clarification of front property line location, Eric Cotton and Applicant Mr. Rollins 
stated the sidewalk is the property line.  
 
Antonio Amadeo stated there are similar carports in the neighborhood, meets hardship, others have 
same benefits, and there is no issue.  Dr. Susan Long agreed. 
 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Dr. Susan Long entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Seconded by Antonio Amadeo. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote.    

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 APPLICATION:  VRB14-36 
 APPLICANT:  LTJ Group Holdings, LLC 
 AGENT:   Gina Grimes, Esquire 
 LOCATION:  5402 West Laurel Street 
 REQUEST:  To allow building signage on a wall that does not face a public right-of-way  
    (Section 27-289.12) 
             PURPOSE:  To place tenant wall signs 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: None 
             
 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan. 
 

Applicant’s Agent, Gina Grimes explained the configuration and location of the building and 
proposed location of the requested signage.  Due to configuration of building and no frontage on the 
frontage road, hardship is not self-created; it will not interfere with the comprehensive plan; and 
justice will be to gain visibility. 
 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Board Discussion: 
 
Dr. Long asked if there is an exit from the freeway at this location, and was told no by applicants 
Agent.   
 
Gary Brown mentioned two walls were created by DOT.  Agent Gina Grimes showed photos showing 
proposed placement of new sign, allowing more visibility. 
 
Antonio Amadeo stated it did not impact life or safety and agreed with request. 
 
 
 



 
 

Chair Randy Baron asked staff if signage is granted would they be allowed to increase to maximum 
allowed at a later date?  Eric Cotton stated they would, and Applicant’s Agent, Gina Grimes said it 
was not the intent of the applicant, and would agree to a restriction if required for approval of the 
variance.   
 
City Senior Assistant Attorney, Ernest Mueller, stated it was not within the jurisdiction of this Board to 
consider.  Chair Randy Baron deferred to legal counsel and asked for a motion. 
 
Antonio Amadeo entered a motion to approve the applicants request.   Seconded by Joseph Citro. 
Request by applicant was approved  by a unanimous vote.    

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 APPLICATION:  VRB14-37 
 APPLICANT:  Marissa and Michael Hyman 
 LOCATION:  3307 West Santiago Street 
 REQUEST:  To reduce front yard from 25’ to 14’, with the allowed encroachment of the 
                                                    eaves and gutters (Section 27-156) 
 PURPOSE:  To construct a residential addition 
 NEIGHBORHOOD: Palma Ceia 
             
 Staff introduced the case, reviewing the request, showing an aerial and photographs and explaining 
 the site plan. 
 

Applicant Marissa & Michael explained thatthey are wanting to add on the side, and that the front 
will remain flush.  They provided approval letters from neighbors on both sides, and from across the 
street to be added to the record.   
 
Public comments:  NONE 
 
Board Discussion: 
 
Antonio Amadeo stated that this was like a vesting. Antonio Amadeo entered a motion to approve 
the applicants request.   Seconded by Dr. Susan Long.  Request by applicant was approved  by a  
unanimous vote.    
 
 

V. BOARD BUSINESS 
   
 Discussion on Site Plan Needs 
 

Board members discussed the need for better language and a requirement to have site plans to scale 
and/or a survey from applicants to the Variance Review Board.  Staff, Eric Cotton mentioned that he 
spoke with Land Development Coordination Manager, Gloria Moreda, and explained that historically  
main consideration was the costs involved and not wanting to have applicants incur large costs, and 
then paossibly not be approved.  Costs were discussed, and that they wanted survey and/or site 
plans to include trees.  
 
Public comments: 
 
Spencer Kass, from the Virginia Park Neighborhood Association, stated there are probably six to seven 
hundred poor people and he would love all of them to get permits.  When coming before this Board, 
what their presentation is, is what it is.  Speaking directly to the Board, he said that: “You are not 
required to approve or deny petitions.  “Public Servants” are here to serve our community.  Add as a 
suggestion, to sway or not to sway, do that to be nice.” 



 
 

 
Board discussion continued comparing costs and legal terms trying to decide on types of surveys 
and/or site plans, as well as costs to applicants applying for variances.   Senior Assistant City Attorney, 
Ernest Mueller agreed to prepare a document requiring applicants to provide a “to scale plan with 
dimensions for variance applications.”  The document will be brought back to the May 13th, 2014 VRB 
Meeting for the Variance Review Board’s consideration.   
 
 

 Meeting adjourned. 

* * * 
To obtain a DVD copy of a CTTV program, call the City of Tampa Office of Cable 
Communication at (813) 274-8217. You must provide us with the following:  
 

title of program, or board meeting 
the date and time it was telecast on CTTV and 
a check made out to the City of Tampa for $15 per DVD. 

 
  Submit your request online or by calling (813)274-8217. 
 
The VRB meets the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm to hear and decide variance 
requests for zoning, tree and landscape, and sign issues.   Replays Tuesdays at 6:30pm.  
 
City of Tampa Television is Channel 15 on the Verizon FiOS system and Channel 615 on Bright 
House Networks 
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