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2.0 Key Dates in the History of the Hillsborough River Dam 

 

 
Year Date Activity 

1895 April  Consumers’ Electric Light & Street Railroad Co. purchases site where current dam is 

located. 

1896  Consumers’ begins construction of dam (wood crib) and hydro-power facilities. 

1897  Consumers’ completes construction of hydro-electric dam facilities. 

1898 Dec 13 Dam is partially destroyed in an act of sabotage thought to be executed by disgruntled 

cattlemen.  Consumers’ repairs damages. 

1899 Oct 2 The Tampa Electric Co. purchases the assets of the Consumers’ company, including the 

dam, related property, and the franchise to generate electricity. 

1923  City begins construction of Water Works plant located about 1 ½ miles upstream of dam. 

1924 Oct 23 Major flood event threatens integrity of dam. 

1925  Tampa Electric undertakes significant improvements to the dam and hydro-electric 

facilities. 

1926  City completes Water Works plant. 

1933 Sep 7 Flood of record (Peak Flow = 16,500 cfs = 10.7 billion gallons/day) washes away south 

embankment.  Tampa Electric suspends operations, subsequently abandons dam.  Loss of 

water volume/decrease in reservoir stage significantly affects Water Works operations. 

1944 Jan 3 Federal Works Agency commits $ 106,000 to the City for proposed dam expansion 

(pending Congressional approval and ownership change). 

May 26 Tampa Electric deeds dam and related properties to the City for $1 with proviso that if 

electricity is generated, City must compensate Tampa Electric in the amount $42,222. 

Aug 30 City awards contract for dam expansion ($ 148,000). 

Sep 8 City receives permit from Secretary of War for reconstruction of dam. 

Oct 4 Groundbreaking for dam reconstruction and expansion. 

Nov 28 War Department requires changes and additions to the dam, including second tainter gate. 

1945 Oct  Dam re-construction and expansion is completed (sans hydro-electric component). 

1960 Aug 2 High stream flow causes flash boards at crest of dam to fail resulting in significant urban 

flooding downstream of dam. 

1961  Planning for the Four Rivers Flood Control project commences. 

1962 Mar 7 Installation of crest superstructure, including walkway and fifteen crest gates is completed. 

1978 Jan Dam is first in Florida to be inspected by US Army Corps of Engineers as part of federal 

inspection program following deadly dam break near Toccoa Falls in Georgia in 1977.  

Nov Tampa Bypass Canal system, a component of the Four Rivers project becomes operational. 

1997  Decision made to replace the dam’s crest gates and improve seepage abatement at the south 

abutment amid concerns about possible adverse effects of high stream flow arising from 

prolonged period of rainfall associated with so-called El Niño climatic condition.   

1999  Crest gate replacement, south abutment core wall expansion, and south abutment soil 

stabilization improvements are completed. 

2001 Oct North and south tainter gates are replaced. 

2013 June Walkway rehabilitation and electrical system upgrades are completed. 
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            Figure 5:  Hillsborough River Dam Cross Section – Concrete Gravity Dam through crest gate 
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    Figure 4:  Hillsborough River Dam Cross Section – Concrete Gravity Dam through end gate 
  












