


Why Tampa Bay Next? 

Tampa Bay Next is addressing 4 distinct problems.  
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What Has Changed? 
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Delayed schedule of interstate studies to align with Regional Transit Feasibility Plan

Stopped Right of Way acquisition for I-275 corridor through Tampa

Funded project development ($5 million) for regional transit catalyst project

Reduced footprint of downtown interchange concepts (in addition to no build option)

More coordination with transit planning and land use planning

New concepts for I-275 N that do not involve express lanes

Working with neighborhoods to develop plan for interim uses of FDOT-owned properties

Accelerated schedule for Heights study (Florida Ave & Tampa Street)



Study Timeline:
Jan. 2017 – Begin Study
Oct. 2017 – Public Workshop #1
2018 – Technical Analysis &

Data Collection
Dec. 2018 – Public Workshop #2
Mid 2019 – Public Hearing

• Refining Downtown and 
Westshore area concepts

Tampa Interstate 
Study SEIS
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What was evaluated before, and why are there 
new options?
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• Express Lane access at Reo St. and Lois St.
• Operational issues with Lois

• Congestion along local streets
• Back-up onto interstate ramps
• Community access concerns

Lois Ave.



What do we consider when developing options? 
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• Safety
• Traffic operations on interstate
• Local street traffic operations
• Federal Highway Administration 

evaluation and approval 

• ROW impacts
• Community input
• Constructability/Cost
• Environmental impacts
• Consistency with local plans



Current West Tampa Design Concepts
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Option A
Pros/Cons to Consider

• No Right of Way required
• Full directional access to 

express lanes
• No additional access 

modifications
• Increases traffic on Himes 

and MacDill 
Split interchange at Himes Ave and MacDill Avenue

Insert concept 
image



Current West Tampa Design Concepts

8

Option B Pros/Cons to Consider

Insert concept 
image

Full diamond interchange 
at Himes Ave

• Requires Right of Way 
• Approximately 14 parcels (5 of which 

are buildings, 9 of which are 
driveways on Himes or Greene

• More complex constructability 
• Prolonged construction impacts
• Vibration and noise issues

• No traffic increases on MacDill Ave.



Current West Tampa Design Concepts
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Option C Pros/Cons to Consider

Split interchange with flyover ramps
 South side of interchange at MacDill
 North side at Himes (via fly-over ramps)

• Requires Right of Way
• 2 parcels on Himes and 2 parcels on 

Greene
• Significant access changes on local streets
• Visual impacts of fly-over ramps
• Noise concerns



What We’ve Heard - West Tampa 
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SEIS Workshop
• Option C - concerns regarding visual/noise impacts
• Option A fits with West Tampa CRA vision for Main St. businesses
• No specific feedback about Option B

Neighborhood Representatives
• Option A - Concerned about traffic increases on MacDill Ave, especially 

around school and park
• Concerned about construction vibration, noise, visual impacts
• Preference for walkability and better bike/pedestrian amenities
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Consider Transit Access 

• Regional Transit Feasibility Plan 
recommended Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) along I-275

• Includes elevated stations at 
Westshore and Howard/Armenia

• Includes street level stations at 
Himes, North Blvd, and Tampa



Next Steps
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What Will Be Doing Next? 

• Neighborhood field visits & 
safety walk throughs
(Feb/March)

• Additional traffic analysis
• Aesthetics discussions
• Asking for additional 

feedback from you

How Do You Want To Be Involved? 

• In-person meetings
• Email updates
• Online meetings/telecons
• Other ideas?



MPO Long Range 
Transportation Plan

Regional Transit 
Feasibility Plan

Coordinated Outreach 



The Florida Model



Workforce Development
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