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The City of Tampa Human Rights Board held its monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 13, 2019, at 
9:00 a.m., Lemon Street Municipal Building, 4900 W. Lemon Street, Tampa, Florida 33609. 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Anthony Carswell   Janet Mac Nealy 
Tomika Cole    John Perry 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Jessica Driggers    Sylvia Hubbard   Ashley Roberts 
Parker Homans    Anna Ramos 
 
CITY OF TAMPA REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 
Betina Baron    Kevin Iravani   Justin Vaske    
Shakayla Birch    Patricia Newton 
Christine Boulos (Cooley Law School Extern) Mindi Rainey 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Vice Chairman, J. Perry, called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. due to notification from Chairman 
A. Carswell that he would arrive late as traffic congestion delayed his arrival until 9:25 a.m. 

Approval of Minutes – January 9, 2019 
A quorum was not reached; therefore, the minutes for January 9, 2019 could not be approved. 

Public Comments 
None at this time. 

REGULAR REPORTS 
Director’s Report – none presented 
 
Manager’s Report – none presented 
 
Supervisor’s Report 
P. Newton introduced Kevin Iravani, as the newly hired Human Rights Investigator, who replaced 
Adriana Escander (AD).  K. Iravani then made a self-introduction. 
 
P. Newton continued her report by providing past and upcoming events: 

• 2/06/19 – Tampa Bay Campus of WMU-Thomas Cooley Law School’s Career & Professional 
Development Office Career and Job Fair 

• 2/07/19 – St. Michael’s Legal Center for Women and Children Fundraiser and Networking Event 
• 2/08/19 – Pearlenas Adult Activity Center, Overview of Office with focus on fair housing 
• 2/12/29 – City of Tampa Black History Committee Annual Celebration, Tampa Convention 

Center 
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• 2/23/19 – Black Heritage Expo, University Square Mall, Tampa, FL 
• 2/26/19 – Free Fair Housing Workshop presented by HOPE, Inc. at the City of Tampa Seminole 

Garden Center 
 
B. Baron provided the Board with a snapshot of who the repeat Respondents were in housing and 
employment in the City of Tampa, listing eight repeat Respondents for FY2017-2018.   

As discussion progressed, the Board Chair suggested that TOHR capture as part of a monthly report the 
answer to the question, “How did you hear about TOHR?”  P. Newton informed the Board that question 
appears on the agency’s Short Inquiry Form and asked at every intake interview. 

As a highlight to P. Newton’s report, the Board viewed a video called “Who Should Ever Have to 
Get Used to that” narrated by Attorney Okianer Christian Dark, a Howard Professor, who 
experienced housing discrimination, filed a complaint and had her day in court.   After viewing 
the video, C. Boulos opened a discussion regarding the impact of the video and the work of TOHR.   

OLD BUSINESS 
The Board decided to discuss the Civil Rights Statement at the next meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The Board member list was distributed for review and only the term history was added. 

As an update on Board member removal, Chairman A. Carswell sent a letter dated January 11, 2019, to 
Mayor Buckhorn, regarding removal of Board member, Anna Ramos, due to absence of more than three 
meetings within a twelve-month period, without providing advance notice to the Tampa Office of 
Human Rights Recording Secretary.  The Chairman also sent a follow-up email to A. Ramos. 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting has been scheduled for March 13, 2019, at 9:00 a.m., Lemon Street Municipal Office 
Building, 4900 W. Lemon Street, 1st floor, Tampa, FL. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by T. Cole, seconded by J. Perry, and the motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting ended at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 


